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RABBI ZUSYA KAZACHKOV (1870-1944?)
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Rabbi Zusya Kazachkov (1870-1944?)

his tiny photograph of my great-grandfather, Rabbi

Zusya (Zosim) ben Leib Kazachkov, was miraculously

preserved by my mother, his granddaughter Tamara.
It is the only tangible trace remaining of this loving and kind
man, whom I know through the stories of my grandmother,
Babushka Chaya Rimma Kazachkov.

He was born in 1870 in Krasnovichi, in the Mogilev region
of Belarus and later became a Rosh Yeshiva in Poddobrianka,
where he often met and dined with Rabbi Boruch Shneur
and Rebbetzin Zelda Rochel Schneerson. A very learned and
handsome man, he met their daughter, Radzia Sima (who
was seven years younger than he was), and around 1896 they
married in Khorobichi, Ukraine.

Rabbi Zusya and his wife, Radzia Sima Kazachkov (née
Schneerson), raised their five children in the small town of
Poddobrianka in the Gomel region of the Russian Empire,
now Belarus, until her untimely passing in 1924 at the age
of 47.

Though small in size, this town occupied an important
place in the spiritual history of the Chabad-Lubavitch
dynasty.

It was home to remarkable intellectual and spiritual giants
of Chassidism—foremost among them Rabbi Levi Yitzchok
(grandson of the third Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, the “Tzemach Tzedek”), his son
Rabbi Boruch Shneur (known to us as Boris) Schneerson,
and his four children: his daughter, my great-grandmother
Radzia Sima (together with her husband, Zosim Kazachkov,
and their five children), and his three sons, the renowned
Kabbalist Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson, father of the
Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom Shlomo Schneerson, and Rabbi
Shmuel Schneerson.

The stories my grandmother told about her father, Zosim,
were filled with love and gratitude for his devotion to
protecting his family, especially during the turbulent years
of the Civil War that followed the collapse of the Russian
Empire between 1917 and 1921.

My grandmother remembered, with horror in her eyes,
how the entire town hid in basements and barns in fear of
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attacks by the terrible Galaka band.

The winter of 1921 was brutal. Trying to comfort his family,
Zosim devised a plan. A signalman at the nearby railway
station had promised to ring the station bell the moment he
heard that the band was approaching.

At the very first signal, the family would flee.

For many nights, Zosim did not sleep, remaining
constantly on guard. Then, one night, in the middle of the
freezing darkness, the signal came.

Zosim, together with his wife Radzia Sima and their five
children—Mendel (born 1897), my grandmother Chaya
Rimma (born 1899), her sister Gita Nina (born 1903), and
their brothers Avraham (born 1905) and Yisroel Noach (born
1907)—ran for their lives, fleeing on foot for 13 kilometers
from Poddobrianka to a village outside Gomel through the
bitter winter night.

That desperate escape saved their lives.

Most of those who remained behind were brutally killed or
wounded. When the family later returned, nothing remained
of their home except a blackened chimney standing amid
the ashes, with their cat sitting on top.

Soon afterward, my great-grandmother became gravely ill
and passed away. My grandmother would quietly add that
her youngest brother, Yisroel Noach, died shortly after his
mother—"from a broken heart.”

I can only imagine the grief of my great-grandfather,
who, despite all his efforts to save his family, endured such
devastating loss.




My grandmother later settled in Moscow, where she
studied law and chemistry at Lomonosov University. Her
sister Nina remained in Gomel and raised her own family
there. Mendel became an accountant. Of Avraham, I know
little except for one vanished photograph of a handsome
young man inscribed, “From Abrasha, with love.”

And what became of Zosim himself?

I know that during the Second World War he was
evacuated (or perhaps exiled) to Kushka, then the
southernmost point of the Soviet Union on the border with
Afghanistan, today called Serhetabat in Turkmenistan.
His family evacuated to Kitob, Uzbekistan, where they
remained from 1941 to 1943.

The life of my great-grandfather ended in Kushka,
approximately in 1944.

Though the lives of my great-grandparents were
consumed by war, the story of their family did not end
there.

My mother, myself, and my grandchildren—none of
us would exist without their courage, sacrifice, and love.
They continue to live through us. They are not erased.
Their memory is not erased.

I have no words sufficient to express my gratitude
to the distinguished Rabbi Eliezer Zaklikovsky, whose
meeting last year felt to me nothing less than miraculous.

He was the first person I had ever met who possessed
not only profound scholarly knowledge of the history of
Chabad-Lubavitch and its great leaders, but who is also
tirelessly working to expand and preserve that knowledge.

I am profoundly grateful to Rabbi Zaklikovsky for
opening the doors of his welcoming home to me, where I
had the privilege of meeting Rebbetzin Chanie and their
wonderful children. Without his kindness, I would never
have had the enormous honor of being present at this
very special occasion and meeting all of your family and
friends.

Today, my dear grandmother and her parents are here
with us in spirit.

And I know they would be deeply grateful for this
presentation honoring the blessed union of Rabbi Mendel
Zaklikovsky and his beloved bride, Mussie Shemtov, in the
presence of their distinguished parents, Rabbi Eliezer and
Chanie Zaklikovsky, and Rabbi Moshe and Leah Shemtov.

Let me conclude with my heartfelt congratulations to
this very special couple:

Mazel Tov!

And from my great-grandparents—peace and joy. And
from my grandmother—a long and happy life.

—Anastasia
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