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¢ SICHAH ABOUT REBBETZIN CHANA 35~

..My father was the one against whom the
decree of banishment was issued by the
authorities. My mother was really not obliged
to leave her home, or her city, and journey
to the distant, forsaken land. She chose to
do so out of her good will and with a severe
determination, because she wanted to be close
to and support her husband in his exile.

This sacrifice may not seem so outstanding
at first, because we know of good, righteous
women, (including wives of Shluchim that
were exiled,) who made similar sacrifices and
joined their husbands in exile.

However, in that nefarious place,
under harsh external circumstances,
she undertook to do what no one else
had. Withoutany encouragement, she
took it upon herself to painstakingly
help her husband in any way possible
so as to facilitate the dissemination of

my father’s teachings to the masses.

My father’s whole being and life was his Torah
study. He labored in Torah, especially the
esoteric teachings of Torah, the Kabballah. For
himself, the mental activity and the words of
Torah were sufficient in keeping him alive and
enthralled. But to disseminate his teachings
to others -- that needed transcription. His
findings had to be recorded with ink onto
paper -- but no such thing was available. There
was no ink to be had in those lands of exile.

This is where my mother came into the
picture. In addition to helping my father
with all his usual needs, she became the
force behind ensuring the recording of my
father’s Torah for posterity. She learned how
to make ink, and she personally scavenged for
the necessary grasses and herbs, which she
meticulously gathered with great difficulty. To
these, she added some special chemicals, and
this mixture finally yielded some home-made
ink. It was because of this ink that my father
was able to record his teachings on paper.

Itisasaresult of thisthatwe have the possibility,

¢ Efforts must be made to see to it that
the husband’s involvement in earning a
livelihood should be such that it leaves

sufficient time for Torah learning... »

today, to disseminate my father’s teachings
in print. Today, in 5746, many Jews study his
teachings and commentaries on the esoteric
aspects of Torah as illuminated through the
understanding of Chassidus Chabad. For this,
we pay homage to the woman whose yartzeit
we observe today -- for she made the ink that
made it all possible.

This story must engender great wonder
and awe, for we speak of actions which are
completely out of the ordinary. The Torah

HORAOS FORVOV TISHREI

To increase in the three Mivtzo'im which have a special connection to women and
girls: lighting Shabbos and Yom Tov candles, Kashrus of food and drink, and Taharas

Hamishpacha.'

Additionally, the Rebbe would ask to give money to “Magbis Chana” -- a fund
created for the purpose of assisting education in general, and specifically the

education of girls.”

The Rebbe also encouraged gatherings that were made in connection with this day
(especially by women and girls) in her memory, in which words of inspiration were
spoken as well as practical Hora'os which can be learned from her conduct.?

1. See Toras Menachem 5745 vol. 1 p. 127.

2. See — for example -- Toras Menachem 5744 vol. 1 p. 129.

3. See Igros Kodesh vol. 24 p. 230.

gives guidelines for the role of a woman and
what is expected of her -- the Oral Torah
also expresses certain responsibilities of a
Jewish wife -- but nowhere do we find that a
Jewish woman must manufacture ink for her
husband! My mother was raised in the cradle
of Jewish tradition and a Chassidic lifestyle,
and was properly prepared to take on her role
of wife of a Chassidic leader -- but she was not
taught to make ink. Still, when she realized
the importance of spreading Torah, she
volunteered to do something very difficult,
and well beyond her training. This was all for
the purpose of spreading Torah
and bringing closer the true and
complete redemption through
our righteous Moshiach.

This teaches each and every one
of us, man or woman, how strong
our dedication must be for all
matters of Torah study and the dissemination
of Torah to the masses; it must reach the
degree of martyrdom.

In our days and in these lands, of course, there
is no need for such extreme sacrifice, and our
goals may be accomplished in pleasure and
comfort. The increase that is needed on our
part can be done with happiness and joy.

Given that we are learning from the example
of a Jewish woman, it is only natural that
the lesson should be especially pertinent
to Jewish women. The normal Torah-life
conduct of Jewish women is nothing new. The
extra piety of a Chassidic lifestyle is also no
great innovation. Even the Divine service of
going “beyond the requirement of law” is also
not amazing for those who were raised in the
Chassidic lifestyle.

What is the most impressive aspect of the
story for us to emulate? Her actions teach us
that there must be an increase, even in those
activities of Torah study and dissemination
which are not in the normal order of things.
We must remember of course that now this
aspect is no longer so difficult, because the
path has already been trodden and is now a
well-paved road for all to follow.

(Reprinted with permission from Sichos in English
- Excerpted from Sichas Shabbos Shuva 5746)




deportee. I was immensely happy to see him,
though his appearance and unfamiliar clothing,
the total change in his face, and the apparent
change in his whole personality, bored a hole
in my heart, as the saying goes. Despite this,
however, we both strengthened ourselves and
kept our spirits up.

A SMALL ROOM IN A WRETCHED VILLAGE
Now began the process of “settling down,” as it
is called, and getting everything I had brought
to our place of residence. This took several
days to organize, for there was almost no one
to do it for us. Eventually, a somewhat uncouth
Kazakh agreed to carry the heavier items on his
shoulders, while the rest was carried by the three
of us—my husband, myself and the other Jew.

Traversing the two kilometers of sticky mud was
extremely difficult; walking through the mire
was very arduous. Nevertheless, we all arrived
without mishap.

The village was appallingly poor. When the
villagers saw our many packages, they concluded
that we were very wealthy. But their attitude
towards the deportees was not a bad one, so they
regarded us forgivingly, not treating us as harshly
as they would treat the truly rich.

3. A Turkic ethnic group of Mongol descent.

Our room was in the home of a Tatar® family
which consisted of a husband and wife and their
young child, a boy. To get to our room, we had to
pass through a hallway wet with mud, and dark
due to swarms of flies. From there we had to pass
through the couple’s bedroom and dining room,
and finally into our room.

I started a fire with small pieces of wood I had
gathered, and took out a kettle to boil some tea.
Before drinking hot water, we had to wait for
the water to settle and the sediment to fall to
the bottom of the glass. In time we got used to
it, but the first time it made a most unpleasant
impression.

As we drank the tea, the non-Jewish wife and her
child sat close by, there being no door between
our room and theirs. Still, the two of us had much
to discuss after such a hard year.

As night fell, we had to think about getting some
rest. Our only light came from a small oil-filled
lamp. We ate supper and prepared a pitcher of
water—which was a great accomplishment—for
negel vasser in the morning. I draped the two
windows with whatever I could find from what
I had brought, and hoped to get some rest, but
we immediately began suffering from a new

problem—biting insects. Despite everything,
however, we managed to get a little sleep.

Upon arising in the morning we started to follow
what was to become our daily schedule.

Late in the afternoon, we would spend time at
the train station—the only place that livened up
our lives. There was a particular bench around
which the deportees gathered. There were only
two Jewish deportees living there, my husband,
of blessed memory, and another, a member of
the Kiev intelligentsia and former Bundist,* who
had spent almost two years in prison. The other
deportees were from a variety of ethnicities.

They were all aware of my arrival. Relations
between them were very friendly and crossed
ethnic lines; they were united by their memories.

Once,an engineer, a Russian Orthodox Christian,
grabbed hold of my husband’s beard and asked
him, “How did your beard remain unshaven? In
my cell, there was a prisoner whom the guards
beat because he didn’t let them shave his beard.
For refusing, they shaved off all his hair”

We would sit together until 10:00 p.m., when
everyone would return to their places of lodging,

4. A member of the Bund, the Jewish Workers Party of
Russia, Poland and Lithuania.
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$99 a Day, Kingston Ave Apartment
Across the street from 770
Call 718-773-8000 to reserve apartment
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A TRIAL OVER A PIECE OF BREAD
Soon,' however, my husband’s need to eat became
pressing. The deportees were not provided with
bread, nor could it be bought with money. Once,
when he was at the train station, he saw bread
being distributed to those entitled to receive it.
He noticed a Communist party member who, due
to his high position, was entitled to a double food
ration. My husband asked if he would sell him a
piece of bread, while letting him keep the soup
and meat portion of the ration. The Communist
agreed, and for a sum of money sold him a piece

of bread.

An official observed the criminal activity of doing
business with food rations. He immediately
called over the buyer and seller, and wrote down
their names, for the purpose of issuing them a
summons to face trial.

The fear my husband experienced was
very understandable for, so soon after
arriving at a new place of residence, he
had now committed a new “crime.”

He awaited the day of his court
appearance with great trepidation.
Although I don’t remember all the
details of the trial, it proceeded,
relatively speaking, quite leniently,
for they couldn’t accuse the seller too
severely.

This happened before my arrival.

THE DANGER OF LOSING MY HOME IN DNEPRO-
PETROVSK

After my husband’s deportation, at the end of the

month of Shevat, I spent about a month preparing

suitable clothing, and setting our Dnepropetrovsk

apartment in order.

It greatly affected my health when, soon after my
husband’s deportation, the government sought to
confiscate our apartment. Firstly, I needed a place
to live and, more importantly, I was protecting our
home in the hope that my husband would soon
return and everything would be as it was before.

Obviously, as the wife of a deported “counter-
revolutionary, my legal status had been severely
diminished. This upset me very much.

Fortunately, the official responsible for our
building, a Jewish Communist, was indescribably
friendly towards me. Risking his position and
livelihood, he fearlessly took steps both legal and
illegal that enabled me to keep the apartment.

Once it was confirmed that I could remain

1. Following Rabbi Levi Yitzchak’s “spiritual delight” at
receiving his talit and tefillin.

SELECTIONS FROM HER MEMOIRS

there, I took in a boarder for one of the rooms,
while I stayed with Rochel in the other rooms.
After accomplishing all this, I began preparing
for my journey, and a week after Purim,* I left
[Dnepropetrovsk] to join my husband.

PASSING THROUGH Moscow

In accordance with the railroad route, I first
travelled to Moscow and stayed there for Shabbat.
The trip from Moscow to Chi'ili took another five
days. I managed to take along Passover utensils,
kosher for Passover chicken fat, matzoh and
wine. Under the circumstances, all this was most
diflicult to accomplish.

In Moscow I obtained bread and potatoes.
the
acquaintance who worked for the NKVD (secret

Through  gaining

permission of an

EARLY YEARS

The Chassidim of Nikolayev would fondly recall
Chana’s scholarship as a teenager. When a
maamar (Chassidic discourse) would arrive from
Lubavitch—either repeated by a Chossid who was
present at the Rebbe’s discourse, or by notes sent
to her father’s home—she would meticulously
and faithfully transcribe it, making it available for

the eager Chassidim .

police), I bought a considerable supply of food at
a special store where ordinary citizens were not
privileged to shop. Thus, I had food supplies to last

us for some time.

With the help of another acquaintance who
had connections in high-level government
departments, I obtained a ticket for a train
scheduled to arrive in Chi’li before Shabbos. It
also wouldn’t arrive at night--by day it was difficult
enough to alight from the train and walk, for it was
almost impossible to lift one’s feet out of the mud.

The warmth, empathy and devotion shown to me
by our acquaintances and close friends in Moscow
gave me the strength to bear all my difficulties.

Upon my arrival in Moscow, I left my luggage at
the train station and went straight to the Office of
the Prosecutor to file an appeal for my husband’s
sentence to be lifted. I was told to return two days
later, on Friday.

I returned at the designated time. Words cannot
describe the emotions 1 experienced while
waiting and after I was finally admitted to meet the

2.5700 (1940).

“chief” himself. Hundreds of people waited with
bitterness in their hearts—all wishing to improve
their family member’s situations and apprehensive
of the great dangers involved.

I was called in and was received very courteously.
Despite the polite manner of speech one was
greeted with, the heart of anyone depending on
the favors of these officials doesn’t cease its rapid
beating even for a moment.

After hearing my appeal, the officials promised to
review my husband’s file and to mail their decision
to my home address.

Accompanied by their promises, yet with a heavy

spirit—Ilike every person who submitted similar

requests—I went to the apartment where I was

to stay for Shabbos. I was scheduled to leave for
the next leg of my journey on Saturday
night at midnight.

A FIVE-DAY JOURNEY

When it was time to leave, some fifteen
acquaintances and close friends came
to escort me to the train station. There,
they employed all kinds of ruses to
let me board the train with all my
packages, since taking many bags was
forbidden. After paying the porter
handsomely, my packages were loaded
onto the train.

My journey was due to take more

than five days. One of the friends
accompanying me to the station handed a gift
to the female conductor in charge of my train
carriage, asking her to keep an eye out for me for
the duration of the trip and to supply me with hot
tea and the like that had no kashrus problems.

Among my fellow passengers were prominent
businessmen and educated people, including
professors at the newly established universities
in the capital cities of the distant Asiatic Soviet
republics.

I told no one of my destination or to whom I was
traveling. On the fifth day, as my time to disembark
approached, I told them I was going to meet my
son, who worked at the local municipality.

“A HOLE IN MY HEART”
When it was time to disembark, my fellow
passengers carried my luggage and then waited for
my son to arrive for me in his car. While waiting,
they described the region’s awful living conditions,
the heat, mud and mosquitoes, and the malaria,
which takes many victims.

To their surprise, however, my son’s car did not
appear. Instead, my husband, of blessed memory,
came to meet me, together with another Jewish
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Inhonor of the Yahrtzeit of Rebbetzin Chana A"H, Yagdil Torah has made
a booklet of Divrei Raza’l and Sichos of our Rebbeim that discuss the
Zchus that a Jewish women has to be an Ezer Kenegdo, and to encourage
and promote the Limmud Torah of her husband and children. We can
see from the Rebbe’s emphasis on learning from Rebbetzin Chana’s ways
that this is an area in which we too must be vigilant.

The Rebbe related many instances of his mother A"H’s righteousness,
including her self-sacrifice for the sake of her husband, Reb Levi
Yitzchak’s, Limmud Torah.

“My mother and teacher A’H... persevered daily to ensure that he
would always have ink and paper, etc. Even more so, and even more
importantly, she made sure that he was surrounded by the proper
atmosphere, without any troubles interfering, so that he could come
up with ever more Chiddushei Torah. She did this to the extent that
when he was exiled, she left the apartment in which she had lived for
tens of years and followed him into exile so that she could continue to
be ofhelp to him over there, as well.” (Motzei Vov Tishrei, $750)

A passage from a letter that the Rebbe sent to the students of Bais Chana
was the inspiration for this publication.

“I was pleased to hear about the program that was organized by the
students on the Yahrtzeit of my righteous mother, A’H, that the girls
said uplifting words, and the reactions to these words.

It is obviously unnecessary to explain the great pleasure that is
derived by the Neshama that is now in the World of Truth when
it sees that her memory is inspiring Jewish girls to strengthen
themselves in the areas of Yiddishkeit and Mitzvos; and I especially
have high hopes that this inspiration will bring about a change in
these girls’ everyday lives.” (Igros Kodesh)

~ed@

Itis a Minhag Yisroel to learn Mishnayos in order to elevate the Neshama,
(as the word Neshama shares the same letters of the word Mishna,) and
so we have included the first Perek of Mishnayos which begins with the
first letter of the Rebbetzin's name.

IY"H very soon “Hakitzu V'Raninu Shochnei Afar” and she will be
amongst them.

Yagdil Torah
Publication division

~
RABBI AKIVA’S LEARNING IN HIS WIFE’S MERIT

In the future, Rabbi Akiva will make all poor people look guilty by

comparison. They will be asked, "Why did you not study Torah?”

They will answer, “Because of our poverty” They will be told,

"Rabbi Akiva was poor and he managed to study Torah.” They will

say, “Because of our children’s needs,” and they will be told, “Rabbi

Akiva, too, had sons and daughters.”

Then they will be told, “It was all because of his wife, Rochel. In her

merit he was able to learn Torah.

(Avos d’'Rav Noson 6:2)

“TO IMPROVE THE GENERAL SITUATION...
TO ESTABLISH A GENERATION OF TALMIDEI
CHACHOMIM”

“To demand of and encourage the husband... that he should not be
"yotze” with learning Chitas, rather he should set a fixed time for
increased Torah study every day.”

“Everything Can Be Learned From the End” - Indeed, in Parshas
Naso, we learn that if the woman who is accused of being an Isha
Sotah is found to be innocent, she is rewarded with easier pregnancy,
sonsif she does not yet have them, etc. This “happy ending,” says the
Baal Shem Tov, teaches us that the woman has the power to affect

positive change around her.

Practically, the woman, the mainstay of the home, must raise the
spiritual level of the entire household, in Torah, Avoda and Gemilus
Chasodim.

A woman should demand of and encourage her husband to be more
careful with Mitzvos, including, of course, the mitzvah of Tzedaka,
and to set fixed times for Torah study. She should not allow him to
be “yotze” with learning Chitas, rather he should set a fixed time for
increased Torah study, and he should keep to these fixed times.

“The role of the Jewish women is to transform all Jews into
Lamdonim”

In short - the Jewish women are the foundation of the Jewish people.
As such, their job is to enable all Jews, men, women and children,
to become “Limudei Hashem,” those who learn Hashem’s Torah.
(Women and girls should also learn Torah Sheba’al Peh.)

Ifthey do this, much will be achieved - all Jews will be calm, peaceful,
and free of financial, health, or other worries.

(25 Iyar 5750, International Kinus for Nshei UBnos Chabad —
T”M 5750, Chelek 3 Pg 226)
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