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LAG B'OMER MESSAGE TOLYLSHIVAH STUDLNTS

BY THE LUBAVITCHER RABBI, RABBI MeNACHEM M, SCHNEERSON xowk ,
AT STUDENTS' RALLY, LAG B'OMER, 5713

We are in the midst of the days of Sefirah, and today, lLag B'Omer, is
the dividing day between hekwsemxthe somewhat more numerous days before Lag

+ B'Omer, and the fewer days after Lag B'Omer, Lag B'Omer itsgelf is}}—ha-l—iéays-k.,

o eeafpade )W’ A ooy feceing.
The days of kk Sefira)z, and particularly Lag B'Omer, remind us of the

experiences of Rabbi Akiba and his disciples, and bring a very important
nmessage, especially for Yeshivah students.
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What J.uppmsd- @(Rabbi &kib@Th& Talmud tells us that when Rabbi Akiba

set out to begin a life of learmin;, he was not at all zm certain how far he
eould go. Moreover, he was faced with greet hardships, being very poor.
However, somes drops of water and a hard rock taught him a lesson. Observing
the effect of constantly dripping waters on the hard rock, he said to himself:
Harsxixxxxuaxi The rock is herd, and the water is soft, and the drops are small,
Yet, even soft and small drops of water, falling on the hard rock steadily,

dey after day, mmmklt weck after waek, inonth Li‘tar month, Eand rerritErgeE - .
’ (\ ‘f - Fl) [ "W
break through the hard rock! Mne matter how difficult it m y seem

to become & scholar, yet)xlfo;me begihg_t_o-study with & firm will, with determi-

nation and perseverence, steadily without let-up, turning deys into weeks,
snd weeks into months*and years of diligent study, one is eventusally hound to
triumph, and become a msn of learning. Rabbi Akiba took heart from this
lesson, and, as you know, he did become one of the greatest Tamnaim. The
Talmud tells us further, that although Rabbl Akibe had been very pour, he
hsoxmrxixkar mi%izssed with great riches. This wa::l:;nareward for devoting
himself to study, with no thought for anything slse.

The lesson o 81l Yeshiveh students is clear. Vhen they set out on the
road to learning, and the road seems to them long and difficult, and they
begin to doubt whether this road is for them, @ whether they will ever succeed,
or whether this road will be useful to them in their later life ===

The Serirah days should dispel) all such doubts and discouragement. For



these days teach us =2nd remind gs of the experience of Rabbi Akiba: Vhere
there is 5 Riomarcttxxmdt sincere desire to leam, where there is a firm will
and determinetion to succeed, success on the road to le arning is certain.
HMoreover, ih time this brings also success in other things, and blessings of
trus happiness, as we are taught «lso in this weel's Sidrah:{Ramhmim "I ye
shalt welk in My statutes" which Rashi explains to mean, If you shall Lrady
. vu#vbi;nf

— make a.a(e‘ﬁ'b'?c_{:o learn +ts Torah, then you will be bleszea .ith a2ll those

Divine blessings which are enumerated in the Sidrah.

* * *

- So mich for the lesson whick Rzbbi _ﬁlcibr?%%:h’:_:{fls. et do we learn

from the experience of Rabbi Akiba's students?
Rubbi Akibs had twe kinds of students. Those whose fate was linked with

the days before Lag B'Omer, wad thesr-rope—in-the-mejority; and those whose
~ fate was linked withathe days after Lag B'Omer., Both types sfxzkmdsmk had the
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very same teacher, Rabbi Akibe; both kinds lived at the same time, and under
the same circumstunces. Yet, of the first kind, nothing wes left; we do not

even know their names. The second type, however, that is, the students
A S
~~ associated with,the days ai‘ter[/ Le.g B'Omer,: although they were fewer in number,

o

yot they succeeded most w_onderfu.li_;;‘-:_their teachings, their names, continue
to shine brightly in our life to this day; they are immortal,

“het was the cause of such a redicel difference between them? What was
other
the secret of success of those/disciples of Rabbi Akibe? Their success was due

to the fect thet they had spplied themsslves to study with 211 their efforts

. and determinat ionmﬂw with Ahavath-Israel, with matual

love, wikhxxx and peace, and respect for one another. The first lot of
students, on the other hand, did not consider these things important; that

proved their undoing snd failurs. and d:a-l.ffi.u(d £,
‘,

Tt is expected and demanded of Yeshivsh students in general, 6f those ———-

attending a Yeshiveh full of the spirit of YiraﬁShonmim and Chassidism)%_



that +they should know and remomber always, that their future is in their
orn hands: If they will endeavor to study the Torsh with Ahavath-Israel,
live in peace with their fellow students, end with mubuel respect for one
{5
« gnother, their names, too, will be sn honor and crelit_ser the Yeshivah, and

they will become good Jews, great Jews, and be & credit and pride to the

o vhole Jewish people.
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iR A Mey G-d help you ]’In your Qotermination to learn the Torah, end to lesarn
) arl

Z, "7/ _ it in accordsnes with the wishes and hopes of its greast founder, my fathcr—iw
: F?- - - Mmc-/&mw—a‘bﬂﬁs@m gucceed

&(4 law of srinm
»  Then we may B= Fure thet you will, indeed, succeed

7 . in ¥his trodden pe
in your learning, snd also in your later life, It will then be possible

= t
I i . 4 Jae Lne h,
= 4 Q‘ % to proclaim: "See the Seedrs o have grown')’ Such is the fruit of a true
Y f /
rf “x* / Yeshivah fommix upbringing. They lea rned properly, ey have succeededxt
-_\ ..—"- # - - ")
‘1‘1{?}“ in ewerything!" ” VI "_ P i

Lag B'Omer indicates the road, end inspires coOurage. Ls.g B'Omer

brings an end to the pre-LaﬁB'Omer days end ways, and introduces a new

P

—— order, theqorder of determinstion to learn, ,or/leayﬁﬁg with Ahavath-Israel
4

A "lf'
— \‘,hich}m step and gkerminxkiom preparsation for Ahavath-dfkshan

will
ond Ahaveth-Hatorah. Then G-d send{ blessing and suoess,from His full

and smple hand, to each and every one of you, your parents and all around

{7
G-d bless you with much s%é;{‘.- n B Y e /Ja?{)dﬂ

you.



