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Last , but not least

In our Pirkay Avos Mishna, “even
One” appears as the last resort, and
thus the lowest level of Divine presence.

But under certain difficult situations,
the “One” person who is so dedicated,
committed and courageous and dares
to brave the dangerous circumstances
and learn all alone by himself, may
reach a greater level, and transcend and
surpass even a full Minyan of men who
meet in comfort and leisure.

Such an outstanding “One” reminds
us of the Rebbe’s holy father, the great
Gaon Rav Levi Yitzchak Schneerson,
who was imprisoned and exiled by the
Communist regime from 1939 to 1944.
Uprooted from his Rabbinic position in
Dnepropetrovsk, he was exiled
thousands of miles away to live all alone
in the small isolated town Chili.

Despite harsh years of isolation and
quarantine, and despite his deteriorating
health, RLY persisted to continue his
deep Torah learning. Although lacking

the basic essentials
of ink and paper,
his Rebbetzin
Chana pressed wild
berry juice into
primitive ink, so
that RLY was able
to continue writing
his Novellae and
chidushim along the margins of his few
sefarim, the surviving manuscripts that
are now part of his precious legacy.
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Artistic rendering of Reb Levik singing & dancing Hakafos
with a Tanya in his room, as if surrounded by many Torah Scrolls

K Translated excerpt from Rebbetzin Chana Schneersohn's memoirs of 1943

(installment 12), and Toldos Levi Yitzchak (2018 edition) vol. 2 p. 426):
Simchas Torah: It was time for hakafos. It is most difficult for me to describe my husband’s
emotional experience, evident on his face. He started reciting the customary verses “Ata
horeisa ladaas ki Hashem Hu haElokim, ein od mil’vado” — in the same tune he used back
home [in Dnepropetrovsk], when he celebrated Aakafos in shul with hundreds of Jews...
Holding just his Tanya and a Mishnayos volume, he enveloped himself with such joy,
reciting each verse, and after each circuit he sang and danced, all alone, to the tune
known in our hometown as “the Rav’s melody.” He circled around in the narrow space in
our room between his bed and the table, reciting the Hakafos verses. He wanted this to be
pure joy, and his deep emotion was manifest in the words he recited: “He who knows
thoughts, please save us... answer us on the day we call.” This was a most difficult experience
for me to endure. Sitting on a wooden stool in the corner, I observed the immensity and
intensity of my husband’s love of the Torah dancing all Seven Hakafos...
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The Rebbe's note for the Chof Av 5744 Michtov-Kloli:

"It is my chov v'hazechus godol to ask everyone to
learn my father's Torah in the Chof Av Farbrengens.
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The Baal Haturim, the Megaleh
Amukos and other Meforshim
also use Gimatria. Is R. Levik
unique?

What'’s the role of Gimatria in
Torah? Is it only Genius, Mental
or Mathematical Acrobatics?
What does Gimatria teach us?
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The Kids?

"Rabbi Yehoshua asked the students, "What new
insight did you learn today?" Out of deference to their
master, they humbly responded that they were not in
a position to teach him Torah: "We are your students
and study from you." R. Yehoshua then asked, "It is
impossible to find nothing novel in a study session.
Whose was the master Teacher this Shabbat?"
"Rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah taught.” "And what was
his theme?" "The topic was

Hakhel, which states: 'Read

this Torah before all Israel...

Assemble, Hakhel all the

people -men, women, and the

children.” "And how did he

explain this verse?” “ He

taught: The men come to

study; the women to listen; and

the children come to reward

those bringing them.” “ When

R. Yehoshua heard about

bringing small children to the

Hakhel gathering, he said “You

were about to hold back from

me this most precious pearl

(insight)!” (Talmud, Chagigah 3a).

When Rabbi Yehoshua was an infant, his mother
would bring him to the study hall in his bassinet
so that his ears would absorb the Torah.
(Jerusalem Talmud, Yevamot 1:6)

Precious Pearl

He was greatly affected by this early form of
dedication to education, the “osmosis” of Torah as a
young child; it is no wonder why this particular
teaching was so dear to him. When his mother
brought him as an infant to the Study Hall they may
have asked her why so young? Why bring him?
Rabbi Yehoshua’s unique perspective to his own
personal journey, his own life experience, something
his students did not experience and didn't fully
appreciate. Rabbi Yehoshua explained the Torah
from his lens of human experience, Torah was
intertwined with his life, personalizing it. Perhaps
comparing himself to a pearl which starts as a tiny
point and all the layers of brilliance are built around it
giving its beauty and preciousness.

Bring the Kids!

The adults come to study and listen to the words of
the Torah; the men with the mind, women intuitively
with the heart, but why the young children, do they
really understand?
The children have the pure faith pintele yid revealed,
and absorb the whole experience visually, recreating
the experience of Sinai where every Jew was
present and all future souls were there as well. Yes,
the children bring reward i.e. enable
their parents also to be infused with
the simple pure faith, and relive the
Sinai experience in an essential
way and bring the simple faith to
permeate in their inner powers of
mind and heart. Discovering the
child deep within all of us — thrive
on the dynamic excitement of being
a part of something great. We all
have a need to be a part of events
that will create lasting memories.

Every day there it is Mitzvah to

remember Mt Sinai in the six

remembrances, but every seven
years important milestone in cycle of life we need to
relive and experience in a visual way as that is main
feature of the giving of the Torah by gathering all as
one, and our children with their pure faith help us
recreate it. As Maimonides writes about the Hakhel
gathering: “They must prepare their hearts and alert
their ears to listen with awe, and with trembling joy
like the day it was given on Sinai as though the Torah
was being commanded to them now" Recreating the
Giving of the Torah where the children were the real
guarantors that truly brought about the giving of the
Torah.

Bring the kids and adults too!

Hakhel, "assemble!" the only event that requires the
attendance of every Jew, reminiscent of the historic
moment when our nation stood at Mount Sinai, when
every member of our nation was present when G-d
lovingly gave us the Torah. Even adults who may be
on the level of "Taf" in their chinuch when they join a
Hakhel gathering they too will bring the pintele yid
simple faith to those educated around them.
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