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Family Profile

The Kaminker Family, Crown Heights

How many boys do you have in Oholei Torah?
B"H we have three boys currently attending
Oholei Torah. Eli is in Rabbi Piekarski's first
grade class; Elchonon is in Rabbi Sirota and
Rabbi Gerlitzky's seventh grade class; and
Mordechai is in Rabbi Feldman's eighth grade
class.

Our precious Shua, a"h, whose second
yahrzeit is Lamed Sivan, would have been in
fourth grade this year.

Where were you born, where did you grow up, and
where did you go to school?

| was born and bred here in Crown Heights. |
had the z'chus of attending the Rebbe's
farbrengens and being inspired by the warmth
and beautiful homes of my parents, sheyichyu,
and my grandparents, R' Tzvi Abba and
Menucha Lerman, a"h. | attended Oholei Torah
from preschool through Beis Medrash.

How would you describe your boys' Oholei Torah
experience?

B"H we are very happy to say that our children
are growing and thriving ka"h. My wife and | are
extremely happy with the Chinuch that our
children are receiving.

What is your favorite memory of Oholei Torah
from when you were a talmid here?

There are many beautiful memories and many
personalities who had an impact on me, but |
will mention here only two.

Rabbi Hershel Lustig is very special and
zeroes in on the individual child, his feelings and
his needs. He is an example of 'yemin
mekareves'.

As told by
Rabbi Chaim Ber Kaminker

| remember when my teacher sent me to the
office. Rabbi Lustig did not reprimand me in
any way; he simply spoke to me in his refined,
quiet way and was very understanding. |
remember, also, when he asked me to make a
Siyum Mesechte in Yiddish for our eighth-
grade graduation and how my grandfather
helped me with it.

| was also very inspired by my Pre 1A
teacher, Rabbi Avrohom Lider, a"h, and the
warm and inviting atmosphere that permeated
the class.

What would you say differentiates Oholei Torah
from other Yeshivas?

I'd say it's the Chassidishkeit, varemkeit and
sense of mishpacha that is so outstanding in
Oholei Torah.

Please share life lessons that Oholei Torah taught
you and how it influences your life today.

Oholei Torah taught me breitkeit combined
with varemkeit, two ingredients that are so
important for a person to be successful.

I've also made a great group of friends in
Oholei Torah. To this day, we enjoy a very close
relationship. We have a class shul, Beis Shneur,
named after our dear friend and classmate
Shneur Hirsch, a"h, where we daven together
and farbreng every Shabbos and Yom Tov. It's
hard to describe how important this friendship
and support is for each of us.

How has Yeshiva and Chinuch changed from
when you were a student to now?

There are many changes that the Yeshiva has
made. They've opened the Yeshiva Kayitz



"They showered us with so much

love, compassion and care—it's just
mind-boggling and overwhelming."

Program; they've bought a special Mesivta
building; and they are constantly expanding and
investing in the very best for their talmidim.
There s also a greater focus on each child's
wellbeing scholastically, socially and various
other ways that the child needs.

What difference has Oholei Torah made in the
world?

| can't think of another Yeshiva that has made a
more positive impact than Oholei Torah, both in
terms of Shlichus and in terms of alumni who
are successful in their fields and very influential.

Please describe Oholei Torah in one word.
nnNown

Please describe your experience in Oholei Torah in
one word.

GRATEFUL.

Actually, grateful is not even enough. Our
hearts are overflowing with appreciation for
each and every principal, Melamed, class parent
and classmate of our children.

During the two long years that Shua was in
the hospital, they showered us with so much
love, compassion and care—it is just mind-
boggling and overwhelming. They and the
entire Crown Heights community came
together as one NNSWn to support us in every
way possible—nNSwn "N V7N v m!

My grandfather (The Rebbe Maharash) asked the
Tzemach Tzedek: What did Grandfather (the Alter
Rebbe) intend with the "ways of Chassidus" and what
did he intend with Chassidus? Answered the Tzemach

Tzedek: The "ways of Chassidus" are that all Chassidim
are to be like one family, with love, as Torah teaches.

If Oholei Torah was one of the Esser Kochos
Hanefesh, which one would it be and why?
Oholei Torah would be Tiferes, as Tiferes is all
encompassing and includes both the Chessed
of Avraham Aveinu and the Gevura of Yitzchok
Aveinu.

The beauty of Oholei Torah is the
combination of the administration, the
teachers, the parents and the children with
their individual unique personalities and their
unique points of view, creating a perfect
harmony for growth and a perfect recipe for
success.

Shua Kaminker a"h in Rabbi Barnett's Pre 1A class.
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Family Profile Astoldby

Rabbi Yosef Levin

The Levin Family, Palo Alto, California

How many boys do you have in Oholei Torah?
We have one son in Shiur Daled Zal.

Where were you born, where did you grow up, and where did you go to school?

I was born in England, in a town called Sunderland, where my parents were on
Shlichus. We moved to London when | was a child. | learned in Yeshivos in Lud,
Brunoy, Morristown, Kfar Chabad, and in 770.

How would you describe your son’s Oholei Torah experience?
My son came to Oholei Torah this year. He is B"H very successful in his learning and
Ruchniyusdike growth, and he is very much enjoying the Yeshiva environment.

What do you do now?
| have the z'chus to be a Shliach in Palo Alto, California.

How has Yeshiva (and chinuch) changed from when you were a student compared to
now?

The pressures from the outside world are much greater today, and the nisyonos have
become much closer to home. The need for a Chassidishe environment with solid values,
strong learning and very strong, positive support for bochurim is more important than
ever.

What difference has Oholei Torah made in the world?

Oholei Torah students have transformed the world. The strong hiskashrus to the Rebbe, the
level of Torah knowledge and the mesiras nefesh of these students have been a big part of
the revolution in Yiddishkeit that we see today.
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The Yiddish Word:

LJIA1IN2

How it's used:
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The common denominator between
them—they are all candles. All
illuminate the Beis Hamikdash, and
we are not satisfied that thereby we
illuminate the Beis Hamikdash,
rather from the Beis Hamikdash the
illumination radiates throughout
the entire world. Therefore were
the windows in the Beis Hamikdash

broad without and narrow within.
Likkutei Sichos vol. 2, p. 315

Synonyms: D121IN2
Satisfied; content; pleased;

fulfilled; gratified.
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