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Family Profile

The Mayzlesh Family, Mexico City

I had the zchus that my husband sheyichye and
all three of my sons sheyichyu learned at Oholei
Torah. We are presently Shluchim in Mexico
City and everything that we do is influenced by
Oholei Torah.

My husband had tremendous mesiras nefesh
to come as a young boy to Oholei Torah, not
knowing when he would see his family. He and a
few friends were brought by Reb Mendel
Futerfas a’h as “Bikurim” to the Rebbe. My
husband started after Tishrei. When he first
came, there was no dorm, and the Yeshiva took
aroom in the Yeshiva building on Troy Avenue,
put beds there and made it into a dorm. My
husband did not see his mother for years and
missed all his sisters’ weddings, but 770 and
Oholei Torah became his home, as well as for
the other boys. He came in I"7wn and stayed all
the years after that. The boys remained in
Oholei Torah under the care of Rabbi Yosef
Rosenfeld sheyichye. At the same time, Rabbi
Pinya Korf a”h was in touch with the parents to
make sure they ate and slept properly. Life was
not always so easy. The care for the boys in
Oholei Torah extended to their personal lives as
well. | have never met someone like Rabbi
Rosenfeld, zohl gezunt zain, who cared just as
much about the ruchnius as about the gashmius
of each boy and of the school.

Are there any other individual Roshei Yeshiva,
Maggidei Shiurim, Melamdim, Morabhs, or staff
members you would like to mention?

Rabbi Yisroel Friedman a”h had a tremendous
impact on all my boys as well as Rabbi Korf a’h
who took real interest and worried about my
boys in the dorm and hosted those famous

As told by
Mrs. Tova Mayzlesh

Melave Malkas in his home. Rabbi Avrohom
Gerlitzky sheyichye is also a beloved maggid
shiur and my husband, as well as my boys, feel
that he cared about their ruchnius as well as
their gashmius.

Rabbi Zusha Wilhelm a”h was loved by all
three of my boys. | remember the trip to
Ukraine he organized and the perushim on
Haggadah he put together. | attended a siyumin
Mesivta on Bava Basra and a siyum on Tanya. |
was stunned at how Rabbi Wilhelm had the
boys on the level of any top Yeshivain such a
natural way.

Rabbi Akiva Nussbaum sheyichye also
stands out as a fabulous Mechanech. My boys
loved “Rabbi Akiva” and he remains close to his
talmidim in their personal lives until today.

Rabbi Moshe Silman sheyichye also made
himself available in an incredible way to his
talmidim and even attends their Farbrengens
today, although some of these boys are fathers
themselves.

As Pesach approaches, | just retrieved a
Haggadah that my son made with Rabbi Karp
sheyichye, and | am using it as a guide for a
Haggadah in my preschool.

| run a preschool and have called Mrs.
Faygie Winner shetichye and Morah Chanie
Charitonow shetichye endless times to discuss
everything from Shabbos parties to Pesach
Haggadahs to reward systems. Chanie
Charitonow went out of her way to give my son
aroller skate bubbles that he so badly wanted.

Rabbi Moshe Abelsky a”h and the image of
him picking up my boys on the minyan bus and
driving around and around until preschool
started, as | had to be early at work, will never



"In Oholei Torah , the Rebbe and

Moshiach are alive and the world
needs to prove its existence."

be forgotten. The image of a Chassidishe bus
driver with Chassidishe music blaring out the
windows, tzitzis flying in the wind and a warm
smile, has an impact on me even today.

Devi Baumgarten shetichye always
welcomed my comments in the office and
helped accommodate my needs. Dvora
Rosenblum shetichye was a tremendous support
system for me, and | will never forget her
kindness.

There are no words to thank my parents
Rabbi and Mrs. Metzger sheyichyu for taking
care of my boys and being the home away from
home when they were too young for the dorms
and even later. My mother would go to all PTA
meetings, school orientations and be in touch
with the teachers.

What is your favorite memory of Oholei Torah?
My favorite memory is the Moshiach Book by
Chanie Charitonow. It was painted green, and
every page had a three-dimensional picture.

Another memory that touched me was Rabbi
Lustig sheyichye inviting my son Chaim sheyichye
to join the Tosfos Club, the excitement
generated by this and the great prizes he won.

My boys had wonderful learning experiences
in Oholei Torah. The beginnings were tough, but
with the Rebbe’s brocha, our encouragement,
and the help of the administration, they saw the
fruits of their perseverance.

All the incentives, prizes, trips and
Shabbatons made Oholei Torah so exciting.
The folders, balloons, pens, projects, and
outings were wonderful.

My boys also had the zchus to make many
siyumim.

| remember the great excitement of my

oldest son’s Siddur party as well.

My boys were all involved in the marching
bands for Lag B'omer and the Moshiach shiurim
and all kinds of projects facilitated and fund-
raised by the boys themselves. The boys would
raise money for tanks for Yud Alef Nissan and
find drivers for their tanks.

Every year, on my sons’ birthdays, | would
arrange grand Farbrengens in various locations
and the mashpiim and teachers would attend.

What would you say differentiates Oholei Torah
from other schools?
Oholei Torah is different from other schools
because it is the school the Rebbe founded and
sets the example of what a Chassid should be.
Oholei Torah has changed the world because
their goal is for the boys to change the world
through shlichus or through being Chassidishe
businessmen.

In Oholei Torah, the Rebbe and Moshiach
are alive and the world needs to prove its
existence.

Which Sefirah best captures Oholei Torah?

I would say “Netzach®, thinking of the Maamer
Basi L'gani and feeling that Oholei Torah
prepares Tzivos Hashem to bring Moshiach in a
way of Nitzachon.

How would you describe Oholei Torah in one
word?
| would describe Oholei Torah as HOME.

How would you describe the Oholei Torah
experience?

| would describe the Oholei Torah experience
as SACRED.
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And, therefore, the possuk repeats
once again—"ININ"l", thisis a
clarification why it resulted in
"Aharon's two sons died;" their sin
consisted of this: their "coming close
to Hasham—(was) Inin'1;" their
closeness to Hashem was in manner of
"Imin", aspiring (X1x1) without

returning (QIw).
Likkutei Sichos vol. 3, p. 988

Synonyms: 21INV'7j71V
Clarification; illumination;
explanation; elucidation;
explication; definition.
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