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The Forster Family

Thank you so much for this lovely chance to
publicly offer hakaras hatov! There are so many
morahs and melamdim that we are infinitely
grateful to; here we mention just a few. | hope it is
well received and enjoyed by all who read it!

How many boys do you have in Oholei Torah?
Since 2004, we have had five boys in Oholei
Torah. Currently our youngest sonisin 7th
grade. Our boys are now 20, 18,17, 15,and 13
yearsold.

Where did you grow up and go to school?

Mr. Forster: | grew up and went to public school
on Long Island.

Mrs. Forster: | grew up and went to school in
Santa Rosa, CA.

How would you describe you and your boys’
Oholei Torah experience?

Mrs. Forster: as a “newcomer” to Crown
Heights (I've lived here now for almost 23
years), | found lots of support and friendship in
Oholei Torah. From our earliest experiences in
the preschool with Mrs. Faige Winner-Hertzel,
and with unforgettable morahs such as Yehudis
Baitch n”v and N"0UN'72N Leah Lipsker, Yochi
Levitan, and Chani Charitonow (each of whom
taught several of my children and | got to know
them personally quite well), | felt embraced and
appreciated as a mother. My childrenin turn

My grandfather (The Rebbe Maharash) asked the
Tzemach Tzedek: What did Grandfather (the Alter
Rebbe) intend with the "ways of Chassidus" and what
did he intend with Chassidus? Answered the Tzemach

Tzedek: The "ways of Chassidus" are that all Chassidim
are to be like one family, with love, as Torah teaches.

felt very much at home. As my boys grew older,
| found insightful support and valuable
direction in my children’s 712'n from my boys'
melamdim. Some were extraordinarily
generous, and took a very real, personal
interest in my children. These relationships
spanned way past the classrooms of (just to
name a few): Rabbi Yossi Goldstein, Rabbi Levi
Goldstein, Rabbi Elimelech Tiefenbrun, Rabbi
Velvel Karp, Rabbi Zalman Shapiro, Rabbi
Yitzchok Klein, and Rabbi Levi Feldman. My
husband and | gained so much from talking and
building relationships with all of their
melamdim. | felt my kids were extremely
blessed to sit in classrooms with their teachers,
as they took their roles truly to heart. | can see
that my children really drank in what they
learned in these classrooms and that their
adult selves are very much influenced by these
teachers (in the full sense of the word).

How has Yeshiva (and \12'N) changed over the
years?

From when our eldest son was there until now,
we see that there is much more emphasis on
relationships. Our son is currently in Rabbi
Lustig and Rabbi Lewkowicz's department, and
though that there are 150 boys ka"h in the 7th
grade, we feel that both principals know our
son of course by name and face, but also by
character, personality, and even how he is
doing socially. Our son also speaks and
understands Yiddish more fluently than some
of our older children ever really got to.

Describe Oholei Torah in one word.
All of our children will always associate Oholei
Torah as being their “HOME".
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AlumnEye

Rabbi Yisroel Noach Lipskier

When were you born and where did you grow up?
I was born N”awn VaY (Shvat 1988) and grew
up in Crown Heights.

When did you first come to Oholei Torah?
| came in 3rd grade, which was 1996.

How many and which years were you in OT?
| studied in Oholei Torah from 3rd grade through Shiur Gimmel Mesivta.

What are your favorite memories of Oholei Torah?

I have many fond memories. The most favorite are probably farbrenging with my friends and
Mashpiim, as well as hearing and immersing into history and stories of Tzadikkim from
Rabbi Twersky.

What memorable highlight from a Maggid Shiur, Melamed, or Menahel stands out?

Rabbi Zushe Wilhelm n”v had a very good relationship with me even though | wasn't the
biggest Tzaddik in the world. He once came over to me and mentioned that he noticed that |
was davening seriously. He said, "Don't be nispael if other bochurim will mock you by saying
you're so Chassidish; don't take it to heart, stay strong." | thought that was beautiful, first
that he even noticed my davening, but even more so that he spoke to me about it and was
mechazek me. | live with it through this very day.

What do you do today?
I am a Mashpiain a Yeshiva.

How has Oholei Torah influenced your way of living, thinking, achieving?

The fact that | am in 12'N today is from seeing how important it is to be involved in J12'N in
the world of Yeshiva. | learned this in Oholei Torah. The Oholei Torah teachers and Hanhala
that | encountered were a collective and exemplary dugma chaya, inspiring what | am today.

Describe Oholei Torah in one word.

7NNV



A Yiddisheh Kop
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The Yiddish Word:

How it's used:
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From this is understood that this that
we call the Sedrah with the name
Terumah is (not only to symbolize
thereby this Parshah, to distinguish it
from other Parshiyos, rather) because
it reveals the contents of the Sedrah,
the general subject matter that
separates it from all other Sedros.

Likkutei Sichos vol. 21, p. 146

Synonyms: D'7NNI'N
Contents; subject matter; theme.
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