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Maamar Ma Tovu
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"How goodly are your tents Yaakov, your dwellings Yisroel." We need to
understand, what is Yaakov and what is Yisroel, and what is a tent and a dwelling.
The verse says, "Your name will no longer be called Avram, since Avraham will be
your name. Our Rabbis of blessed memory said, "One who calls Avraham Avram,
violates a positive Mitzvah." The matter is as follows: The name Avram was only
temporary; his primary name was Avraham. This is not the case with Yaakov and
Yisroel, since they are both eternal names, and the aspects of both names are
needed in every Jew. Furthermore, it is impossible to come to the level of Yisroel,
without first being at the level of Yaakov, for it is written, "This is why his name is
called Yaakov, and he undermined me twice, he took my birthright and now he took
my blessing. These two levels of Bechora (firstborn right) and Bracha (blessing)
need to be within every Jew every day.
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To understand what is firstborn right and what is blessing, it is well known that the
purpose of the descent of the Neshama (Soul) from its source in the upper Gan



Eden (Garden of Eden), by way of cause and effect, in a chainlike downward
descent of many levels, to a place of impurity and darkness, was for the purpose of
an ascent. However, we need to understand, how can it be that it the soul will have
a higher ascent, since it started out already in the place of the upper Gan Eden?
However, this can occur through Teshuva (a return to Hashem), and Chazal teach,
"One moment of of teshuva etc. (is greater than the life of the world to come,), and
in the place where the Baal Teshuva stands etc. (even a perfect Tzaddik cannot
stand.) When the soul first descended into this world, it was at the level of a
complete Tzaddik, who has never sinned. This is not the case with the Baal
Teshuva, who is much higher, as mentioned above, since one moment of Teshuva
and good deeds in this world (are greater than all of the life of Olam Haba.) Maasim
Tovim (good actions) means when the actions are Good, since they are with
Teshuva.
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To understand the issue of Teshuva, there are three types of Teshuva. The first is
to turn away from evil, by deeply contemplating that one was taken from a very
high place, as a part of G-d, to a place of impurity and evil, from a high roof (to the
lowest pit). Whatever is taken down from a higher place, its fall will be even greater,
as it is written, "The Man is the tree of the field." The man, (emphasized by the
added letter Hay) is like it is written, "Upon the image of the throne is the image
like the appearance of man upon it from above," who is the source of souls, all of
the souls of Israel, above the level of the Head, which then comes (down) to the
level of His thought, since (the souls of) Israel first arose in His thought. This is not
like the world of the angels, which only come from the air of His mouth, may He be
blessed, as it is written, "And with the air of his mouth come all of the hosts of
angels, and with the word of Hashem were the heavens made."
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This is the meaning of, "The man is the tree of the field." Allegorically, like the
lowest fruit (on the tree), it falls close to the ground, but the highest fruit falls
farther away. When one meditates on this well, and cries out to Hashem from a
difficult place, to be taken out from the place of impurity and to nullify one's prior
desires, with a complete regret, and to be incorporated into His Oneness, may He
be blessed, this is "And you should love Hashem (Havaya) your G-d (Elokecha). (The
word love) means to desire, that one should desire that Havaya be your Elokim.
This is the meaning of Baruch Ata (Bless and emanate that You) Havaya will be our
Elokim. This is the Teshuva of turning away from evil and this is the (verse), "He
took my birthright." Bechor (firstborn right) is the beginning, as it is written, "The
beginning of the first fruits of your land," that one should take and bring out the
aspect of one's firstborn right level and their beginning, from its place of descent
into evil. Also, to take up and out the Chochma (Mind), which is called the
beginning, also from the place of evil. Although it is necessary for man to eat, drink,
and be busy in the dealings of this world, it should only be to benefit from one's
efforts, with the sweat of one's brow etc., without one's mind (being obsessed and
focused on the physical). The mind may only be firmly attached to G-dliness. This
is what is written in the Midrash, "If Eisav is coming in trickery, also |, Yaakov his
brother, will come in trickery. For in truth, the level of Yaakov must be in a manner
of trickery. That even if he eats, (and is involved in this world's things), like the all
of the nations of the world, it should only be in a manner of trickery, (since his mind



is really only attached and focused on Hashem), and this is for them (the Jewish
Souls) a descent for the purpose of an ascent, for the intended goal is the ascent.
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The second type of Teshuva, is once one has turned away from evil, yet is not yet
doing good, they too should become a Baal Teshuva for this, and to deeply
contemplate, as is known, that the 248 positive Mitzvos are the 248 limbs of the
King, and the study of Torah is equal to it all. Allegorically, physical man has
external limbs, where one's life force is not dependent upon them. There are also
internal organs, upon which the life force is mainly dependent, as Chazal teach, that
if the intestines become perforated, one is Treif (and will die within the year). So
too allegorically, with the 248 positive Mitzvos, all of the Mltzvos are surrounding
and external, while the Torah is the wisdom of Hashem within the person, as it is
written, "And your Torah is within my guts," besides the fact that the Torah also
surrounds the person. Therefore, when one meditates that they are not doing
good, that they are not one and there is not a oneness inside of them, since "My G-
d is not within me," and "they say to me every day, 'Where is your Elokim
(specifically),'"" then certainly one would return in a complete Teshuva, and become
one who does good in the 248 Positive Mitzvos, and the study of Torah which
equals everything, as mentioned above. Upon this Teshuva it says, "He took my
Bracha," which are the emanations of G-dliness. This is the meaning of Baruch Ata
Havaya (Bless and emanate You Havaya) that the aspect of Havaya, which is that
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He was, is, and will be, it should be in the aspect of Ata (You), meaning that G-
dliness will be revealed, through the Torah and Mitzvos etc.
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The third Teshuva is when one has turned away from evil and is also doing good,
nevertheless, they need to be a greater Baal Teshuva, since Teshuva is a Positive
Mitzvah. This is the meaning of "How goodly are your tents Yaakov, etc." This
means that when a person prays and does Mitzvos, yet they do not study Torah
(sufficiently), they are just a Tent, which surrounds. (But) "Your dwellings Yisroel"
means that when one is the level of a Mishkan (dwelling), as it is written, "And for
the Mishkan you must make ten curtains of colorfully woven thread, and blue,
which are six colors corresponding to the six orders of Mishna, kosher, pure,
innocent, etc. When one is busy studying Torah at the level of a Mishkan, as
mentioned above, as it is written, "And | will dwell within them," then he is called
by the name Yisroel, "for you have overpowered other forces (Elokim)." Then there
is no other (than Hashem), and "I Havaya have not changed," for in truth,
everything compared to Him is like nothing and non-existent, literally like before
the creation of the world. And what appears to us as existing is due to the name
Elokim, which causes a constriction which conceals the light of above. And when
one is busy studying Torah, the Holy One Blessed be He sits and repeats the Torah
back to them, and this i called the level of king and ruler. "Who are the kings? The
Rabbis." The Oral Torah is called Malchus (Kingship). Then it is literally the level



that there is nothing besides Him, and the person is called Yisroel, for they have
overpowered the other forces (Elokim), as mentioned above.

DN ,3M¥YY DIPM DDIN WPRW 77N NINAD W L7 15137 2o RIT Py
NIPNan 727 W0 ,In%Ya ,01°W1 01,2107 XPW .11 13137 ,2300W 110 .01°W)
X9°7,2I05W 113,771 NI 2307 AW LI 731 1071 .27 15737 1ownI PR
79 NN LM 71719 DY $2I81,2I00W 1193 111332 210,270 D IR DR DPYR
2999 95715 ,2p¥° L5799 15715, 0IR 229D 99715, 11137 230 70 IR 11777 ,1270

2999 95719, 5K 79D 90110, P nown

Rrble)

The main thing from everything mentioned above is that one should be at the level
of Mah (the Divine Name, Mem Hay), (the level of Nothingness), where one does
not take up space for themselves, G-d forbid, as it is written, "And we are Mah
(Nothing). (This means) that one should not, G-d forbid, consider oneself as
something and separate, (even) at the levels of Ohel and Mishkan (Tent and
Dwelling), as mentioned above. This is the meaning of Mah Tovu (How goodly) that
the Tov be at a level of Mah (the Good should be at a level of nullification), as is
written, "And Elokim saw that the light was Tov (good), good to conceal (Mah)." As
it is written, "To walk in humility etc." And this is Mah (Nothingness), the level of
Mah Tovu, to conceal (Mah) the light that is Tov (good), as mentioned above,
(which are) Your Tents, as mentioned above, Yaakov, as mentioned above, Your
dwellings, as mentioned above, Yisroel, as mentioned above.

The end.



