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Memoirs
of Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson

Declaration of faith in the stronghold of heresy
Before Passover that year,' the government conducted a census of the entire
population. One of the questions that had to be answered was, "Are you a
believer in G-d?" Some believers were fearful to identify themselves as such.
My husband ascended the bimah in shul on Shabbat, when a large crowd was
assembled, and declared, "Failing to respond correctly to this question is true

heresy and it is forbidden for any Jew to do so!"

His words had such a remarkable impact that one Jew, who was employed at
a government agency, had a problem when his wife filled out the form on his
behalf stating that he was a non-believer. He went to the Bureau of Statistics
and asked them to correct the erroneous information—and to record that he
was, in fact, a believer. Deeply pleased that he had mustered the courage to do
this, this man came to thank the Rav for influencing him.

Wise and shrewd responses
[As my husband later told me] his interrogations in prison were usually held
around 3:00-4:00 in the morning. Among the questions he was asked was
how he had been able to carry out such a large-scale operation as the matzah
baking—and for a religious purpose, no less—during a year of such shortage of
flour and other food.

My husband replied that when he visited [President] Kalinin,® he had given
him a bribe to gain the authorization. The interrogator (may his name be
erased) was speechless.

1. 5699 (1939).
2. See Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 157:2.

3. Mikhail Ivanovich Kalinin (1875-1946), head of state of the Soviet Union from 1919 until his
death.
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A second question concerned the census question on faith. It was apparent
that everything he had spoken at shul had been relayed to the authorities,
word for word. Evidently, they had planted a special agent there to observe my
husband's conduct and to monitor his influence on the congregation. As we
later learned, one of the congregants had been the informer.

On this question, my husband replied that the Soviet regime achieved all
its objectives only by means of the "truth.” So for a Jew who was actually a
believer* to deny his true belief only for fear of losing his livelihood or other
reasons would be tantamount to giving an incorrect answer. My husband had
wanted to ensure that the census-takers not be deceived.....

Oh, how wisely and shrewdly he extricated himself, putting an end to
interrogation on both questions.

4. See Shabbat 97a: "Believers sons of believers. See Tanya, ch. 29, et al.



