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Pens and pencils

A normal pen or pencil is a keli shmlachto I'issur, and would be used for
other purposes, such as to keep the place in a book, therefore it may be

moved to use it as such, or to move it out of the way. However, an

expensive pen or pencil, which you wouldn’t use for any other purpose, is

muktza and may not be moved.

Vacuum cleaner

A vacuum cleaner is used to clean by use of electrical power, and may not

be used on Shabbos. It is also not usable for any permitted purpose*.

Hence it is muktza machmas chesron Kis.

10




Camera

A similar ruling applies to a camera: a cheaper camera that one might use
as a weight to hold something down, is a keli shemlachto 'issur. But an
expensive camera that you would not use for any other purpose, is
muktza machmas chesron kis and may not be moved. This definition
depends on the owner.

Tzedoka pushka

A pushka filled with coins is a base for muktza items, and therefore has
the same din as coins. For a full understanding of this, refer to our
forthcoming chapter, on the dinim of “bosis”.

Ball

This is disputed between the Mechaber and the Ramo. The Alter Rebbe
rules that one does not need to protest against those who are lenient.

Hand-cream, and lipsticks
Are all muktza, being that they cannot be used on Shabbos.

Soap
Liquid soap* may be used on Shabbos, and is therefore not muktza. A bar
of soap may not be used on Shabbos, so it is muktza.

A passport

The din of a passport is dependent on how you use it. If used only to pass
through immigration, and would never use it for anything else, then it is
muktza machmas chesron kis. If you would use it at other times as ID,
then it would not be muktzas.

TRY XOW MRY TNES 1PN 1D TNRD

MOR TOR I NIRHIAW v72

5 Shalmei Yehuda 10, 5.
6 Shalmei Yehuda 12, 13.



The term muktza here, unless mentioned otherwise, refers to muktza
machmas gufo, which may not be moved at all in a usual manner.

Bleach

If it is a type of bleach you may use to clean dirt from your hands, then it
has a use on Shabbos and therefore is not muktza. However, if it is a
strong bleach that you would never use to wash your hands with, then is
designated for issur purposes, and therefore it is muktza*.

Alternatively, if it could be for other permissible purposes e.g. cleaning
the toilets, it would not be Muktza.

Car keys

Car keys, used to open the car door and to turn on the ignition, are kelim
used for heter and issur purpose. They have the din of kli shemlachto
I'heter, which are not muktza.

Telephone book

Although it’s main purpose may be for prohibited actions i.e. phone calls,
nevertheless it also serves as a guide for addresses and these may be
visited on Shabbos.

Therefore, it should be allowed as a Keli Shemlachto 'heter u’lisur.

Smartphone

Being that the smartphone is an expensive item, and normally a person is
careful not to use it for any other use, it would be muktza machmas
chesron kis, and may not be moved at all.

However, a regular mobile phone, that you might use for another purpose,
such as to hold up a sefer, is a keli shamlachto I'issur, and can be moved to
use for a heter purpose, and may be moved if one needs the space.

4 See Shalmei Yehuda 13, 6.



A glass cup shattered all over the floor. May | gather the
pieces?

A: Yes. When there is a risk of people to getting hurt, the din of muktza is
not upheld.

What about a mug that fell and cracked?

A: If the mug is still whole, it only has a crack, it is still usable to contain
something. For example you can use is a pen holder. Since it is still usable,
you may put it away (note: read the next shaaloh!). If the cup split in half
and is now not usable, and it is not a danger to anyone, you may not put it
aways.

Tefillin were left by mistake on the Shabbos table. May |
move them?

A: Yes. Tefillin have the rule of keli shemlachto lissur, being that they are
not to be worn on Shabbos. Therefore they may be moved.

The leg of the table broke off. May | move the leg?

A: The table leg is of no danger, but is useless. Therefore it may not be
moved at all.

| left my wallet in a highly-visible place within the house. Is
there any way that | can move it to safety?

A: The Issur of muktza is only to move something with your hands, but is
permitted kil’achar yad, in an unconventional manner. So you can kick the
wallet, or move it with your elbow, until it reaches where you want it.

Chapter three: Modern-day items
In this chapter we will discuss numerous practical cases, with the halachic
conclusions. However, there may be variant rulings on any given keli. As a
rule, we have followed the sefer “Shalmei Yehudah”.

3 You may, however, move it with a shinuy, e.g. with your foot.
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applies to fruit and vegetables from Eretz Yisroel from which terumos and
maasros have yet to be separated.

Food which has gone off and is no longer edible, or food which is not
allowed to be eaten on Shabbos but will be ready to eat after Shabbos, is
regarded as muktza machmas gufo. A similarl ruling applies to food that
was mistakenly cooked on Shabbos, for example if someone accidently
stirred food that was cooking on Shabbos.

Uncooked meat is considered as inedible, and is therefore muktza
machmas gufo and may therefore not be moved. If, however, the meat is in
the freezer, and is sitting upon other foods that you wish to move - see
later about the dinim of “bosis”.

Are books or seforim muktza?

A: Seforim are not considered as muktza.

L’havdil, books which are not of Torah content are muktza, and may not
be touched. However, books of mundane knowledge, such as health and
science books, even though the day of Shabbos should be utilised for
higher purposes, these books are not muktza.

Part two: Analysing various common cases

May | use a brick as a doorstopper?

A: If you designate the brick before Shabbos as a door-stopper, that is OK.
If, however, you wish to use it as a doorstopper only temporarily, it
remains Muktza.2 This is because it is not the norm to use a brick as a
doorstopper.

2 Unless you make a shinuy in the brick 171050 1°13% 15 03 712 7Y% 191 179 om0
1792 ROW 1977 A7 19302



Nonetheless, these items may be touched in a way that they will not move
at all. So you are allowed to touch a heavy, broken tree trunk, being that it
will not budge by you touching it. These items may be moved in an
unconventional manner.So you may push aside a plant pot with your foot,
since you would not normally move it in such a way*.

This type of muktza is called muktza machmas gufo.

So earth and sand are muktza. May my toddler play in a
sandbox?

A: Until now, we have learnt about several types of muktza; kelim that
may or may not be moved, depending on their purpose and usability on
Shabbos. We have also learnt that something which has no use on
Shabbos is muktza, whether it is an expensive and fragile keli or
something which is not a keli.

There is also a middle group, items which are not normally used on
Shabbos, but can sometimes be used on Shabbos. An example would be
sand, which like earth, normally has no use, but if designated for use it
becomes useful and therefore not muktza. This group of items is called
“toras keli”. If they were not designated before Shabbos for usage they are
muktza, and if they were designated to their use before Shabbos they are
not muktza.

What about food and books?

A: Kosher food is totally permissible to be moved on Shabbos even for no
purpose whatsoever. The same rule applies to pet-food or other food
which you may not eat, but is commonly used for animals in your locality.
This food is not muktza at all. Non-kosher “treif” foods join this category

too.

However, dough separated for hafroshas Challa, since it is not usable, it is
considered muktza machmas gufo and may not be moved. The same rule



1. For their main purpose, i.e. to eat and drink. They may also be
moved for a heter purpose, though not their own usual purpose,
e.g. a spoon can be used to hold the place in a sefer (I'tzoirech
gufon).

2. To use their space, e.g. if they are occupying space or are in the
way, you may move them (I'tzoirsch mekomon).

3. For the purpose of their own protection, that they shouldn’t get
ruined or stolen (I'tzoirech atzmon). For example, if dishes were
left in a place they may be fall and break, you may move them to
safety.

But may not be moved for no reason at all (sheloi I'tzoirech).
c) A delicate, expensive article

So may | move a Iaptop?

A: Even though a laptop is used for work that is not permissible on
Shabbos, nonetheless since it is an item that people are careful about due
to its value or its fragility, this makes it automatically set aside from any
use on Shabbos. The ruling for a laptop is, therefore, that it may not be
moved even to use its place or its body.

The laptop falls into the category of muktza called muktza machmas
chisoron kis.

d) Items that are not keilim

What about a coin: it is not fragile—may it be moved?

A: Here comes another group of items: Items that are not keilim, e.g.
stones, plants, coins or animals. These may not be moved on Shabbos,
even if you need the space or you want to use the non-keli for an
permitted purpose, such as to use a stone as a doorstopper.



Did you know that there are several types of muktza?

A: Let’s first understand that there are different types of muktza. It
depends on the nature of the item in question, whether it has the status of
keli or not. Also, what is its' purpose, plus several other details, as will be

explained.

There are different types of kelim, based on their purpose:

a) AKeli used for a task that is forbidden on Shabbos.

For example, scissors that are used for cutting paper to size are
designated for a melocho, therefore are muktza. In this group of muktza,
some acts are allowed and some are forbidden.

These kelim may not be moved:

1. For no reason at all (sheloi I'tzoirech).
For the purpose of their own protection, that they shouldn’t get
stolen or ruined (I'tzoirech atzmon). For example, if there is a pen
on the floor in a place that it may be trodden upon, you may not
pick it up. Regarding kicking the pen to safety - see below.

These Keilim may be moved:

1. To use them for a heter purpose. For example, scissors can be
used to cut open a packet of food (I'tzoirech gufon).

2. To use their space, e.g. if the scissors! were left on a chair, you
may take the scissors off the chair (I'tzoirech mekomon).

b) A Keli used for a task that is permissible on Shabbos.

Example: Cutlery and dishes are used for heter purposes, to eat and drink.

These items may be moved:

19y a"mon w'n ara vy



na

Practical questions in hilchos muktza,
and their answers

Part one: Understanding the different categorizes of

muktza
In order to understand the practical halochos, one must have a clear
knowledge in the basic guidelines of muktza. In this chapter we will
discuss the different categories of muktza, and the different halochos
which apply in each case.

For the sake of clarity, this chapter is presented in a question-and-answer
form, even though a full picture will only emerge after reading the entire
chapter. Once reading this chapter, it will become clearer to the reader
how to decide about any object whether it is muktza or not, and which
category of muktza. In a separate chapter we will included a list of
modern-day items, with a discussion on where they fall in the different
categories of muktza, with the conclusions that were reached during
discussions in the Kollel with Dayan Raskin, and based on contemporary
halocho Seforim.

Topics discussed in this chapter: A keli for issur use/ a keli for heter use/ an
expensive keli / a non-keli / food/ books/ seforim

What does the word mutkza mean?

A: The word muktza means "put away". Chazal put an issur on all items
which a person “sets aside”, not to be used on Shabbos.

The term “muktza” essentially would refer to something that has no use
on Shabbos, such as a stone or earth, or an expensive keli that you would
not use for common domestic purposes.

2



Kovetz

Chiddushei Torah

=

11 Nissan 5776




