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Shine Like Moses

THE INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND THEIR LEADER

Adapted by Rabbi Tzvi Freeman - Chabad.org

Historical Background

2448 (1313 BCE) Nissan (Month #1in the Hebrew calendar).
Moses leads the Jewish people out of Egypt.

24438 Sivan. The Jewish people receive the Torah.

2449 Nissan. The Tabernacle is erected, and Aaron and his sons
begin their service as kohanim.

2449 lyar. The Jewish people are counted, and Elitzafan ben
Uziel, a younger cousin of Korach, is appointed as leader of the
tribe of Levi.

2449 Av. The spies return from the Land of Israel with an evil
report.

Subsequently: Korach and his band of 250 followers rebel
against Moshe and Aaron.

Introduction

Classically, Jews have thought of the events in Torah as a set of ar-
chetypes of all events ever to come.! The story of Korach, then, is the
archetype of all revolutions doomed to fail.

Shaking up the status quo is most certainly a central theme in Torah.
Abraham is the prototype of all iconoclasts. Moses the prototype of
all liberators. The Exodus is the archetypical event of human freedom,
and Mount Sinai the ultimate act of social reformation. Korach’s re-
bellion is the story of a movement that took all that, applied it in a
particular way, and fell into a deep crack in the ground.

1 See Ramban’s introduction to his commentary on Genesis.



Now that’s very important. If Torah is about how to change the world,
the Korach narrative is telling us what doesn’t work. But why doesn’t it
work? To answer that question, we need to examine Korach’s story, his
reasoning, his motives and his general view of how the world works,
and find the flaw in all this. And we can reasonably expect that flaw to
be alluded to in Moses’ response.

What follows is an adaptation of one of the talks of Rabbi Menachem
M. Schneerson, the Rebbe, of blessed memory, in which he tackles this
issue. He points out the error of Korach in terms that are extremely
relevant to the modern Jew. In the process, the Rebbe also very clearly
describes the role of and need for a “head of the people,” in order for us
to create the ultimate and lasting revolution that the Torah demands.

Why Was Korach Sleeping?

Korach opposed the appointment of Aaron as high priest. His argu-
ment stood on very solid ground:

Korach the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi took
[himself to one side] along with Dathan and Abiram the sons of
Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, descendants of Reuben.

They confronted Moses together with two hundred and fifty men
from the children of Israel, chieftains of the congregation, repre-
sentatives of the assembly, men of repute.

They assembled against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You
have taken too much for yourselves! For the entire congregation
are all holy, and G-d is in their midst. So why do you raise your-
selves above the community of G-d?”

NUMBERS 16:1-3

Rashi, the classic commentator, spells out Korach’s argument clear-
ly: “All of them heard the words at Sinai from the mouth of the Al-
mighty!”> Meaning that Korach’s grounds for dispute was the giving of
the Torah itself and the covenant between G-d and His people.

The event at Sinai, after all, was unprecedented. G-d and Moses, His
servant, had just created a revolution unlike one humankind had ever

2 Rashi ad loc.



known. No more pyramid with one individual standing up in the
clouds, a few select others just beneath him, while the masses wallow
in ignorance. Every member of the Jewish people now had a direct
connection to G-d. All that Korach had to do was to ask the obvious
question: If everyone is holy, what makes some holier than others? If
we are a “kingdom of priests”—as G-d declared us at Sinai—why can’t
any of us who so desires be a high priest?

But if Korach’s argument is so airtight, why did he wake up only now?

There’s a clue: Korach’s rebellion came on the heels of another serious
conflict.> Moses had hand-picked twelve men to tour the land of Ca-
naan and return with a report, in order that they should conquer it.
The spies returned after forty days, and their report incited the people
against Moses. As a result, a divine decree sentenced the people to for-
ty years of wandering in the desert, until an entire generation would
pass away and their children would inherit the land.

Now, the spies gave their report a full fourteen months after the Torah
was given. Aaron had already been serving in the Tabernacle as high
priest for five months.* Where was Korach all this time? Was there
something about the fate of the spies that provided Korach with the
clincher he needed to seal his argument?

2. The Spies’ Fatal Error

The answer jumps out at us once we unravel the inner story behind the
return of the spies—and how a bright person like Korach likely saw it.

The entire episode of the spies is another fascinating example of the
human capacity for failure as a self-fulfilling prophecy. These were
great men, hand-chosen by Moses. Yet after only forty days they stood
before the entire nation and declared that people of Canaan “are stron-

3 Although the events in Torah are not necessarily laid out in chronological order, in this

case it’s quite apparent that they are. Seder Olam, a chronology attributed to Rabbi Yosei ben
Halafta, provides evidence for this from the retort of Dathan and Abiram to Moses: “Is it not
enough that you have brought us out of a land flowing with milk and honey to kill us in the
desert, that you should also exercise authority over us? You have not even brought us to a land
flowing with milk and honey, nor have you given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards!” The
words “to kill us in the desert” could have been spoken only after the decree “in this desert they
will expire and there they will die.”

4 Even if we are to say that Korach’s argument was against the appointment of Elitzafan ben
Uziel, who was a younger cousin, that took place at the beginning of the month of lyar—still
more than three months earlier.



ger than us”—and even stronger than G-d Himself. The question begs
itself: How was it that righteous men could sink so low in a period of
only forty days?

In an earlier talk,’ it was explained that their sin began with a sub-
tle error in attitude. The desert, for these men, was heaven—and per-
haps even better. With all their physical needs taken care of—manna
from heaven, clouds of glory to protect them and even launder their
clothes—they were entirely absorbed in study and contemplation of
the Torah that Moses had received directly from G-d. In their hearts
they feared the land of Canaan—but not so much for the giants and
ferocious peoples they would have to fight. They knew that entering
Canaan meant abandoning this paradise. How could you roll up your
sleeves and work the land—in order to fulfill the commandments re-
lated to it—while remaining in serene contemplation of divine wis-
dom?

When your heart doesn’t want to go somewhere, your mind will even-
tually find an excuse to avoid it. And once the minds of the spies were
in the wrong place, they descended yet further, until they ended up
turning the people against Moses and against G-d.

Moses had a different attitude. To Moses, the study of Torah was a
means to an end. The revelations they had received in the Sinai desert
had a purpose: to be translated into action in the land G-d had prom-
ised them. To Moses, everything was about action, about getting the
job done. And that was something the spies, indeed the entire people,
had yet to fathom. Until now.

3. Korach’s Insight

Imagine the revolution this created in the people’s minds. Imagine
people who had witnessed G-d’s hand at the splitting of the Sea of
Reeds, who lived on bread from heaven and were surrounded by
clouds of glory, who stood at Sinai and heard G-d speaking to them in
a way that no prophet had ever heard, or will ever hear again. Imagine
people whose entire lives were made of miracles, spirituality and the
study of Torah wisdom.

5 Shabbat Parshat Shelach of the same year as this talk.



The people knew very well what spirituality was, and they knew very
well that Aaron had it on a level they could never dream of attaining.
With spirituality as the measure of all things, Korach could not begin
to compare himself to the man before whom every person, big and
small, stood in utter awe.

And now the people discover that spirituality for its own sake is a dead
end. That their entire attitude is way off course. That it is worthwhile
to leave behind the spiritual high of Sinai to work the soil of the land
of Canaan and bring all that into action. Because everything is about
action.

And now Korach jumps in.

Korach realized that the physical act of a mitzvah is the great equaliz-
er. Intellectually, people are in different worlds—both in the way they
grasp ideas and in how real those ideas are to them. Spiritually, some
are sensitive on an entirely different level than others. But when it
comes to the raw “just do it”—then there’s no difference between how
Moses eats a matzah and how Joe Shmoe eats a matzah, how Aaron
wraps tefillin and how a bar mitzvah boy wraps tefillin.

Suddenly, everyone is in the same league. Because those things that
differentiate us are almost irrelevant. In the ice cream shop there are
many flavors. Some really fantastic flavors. But when all you want is to
cool down, they’re all the same freezing cold ice cream.

Within Korach’s words we are to hear, “Yes, Moses, your intellect is
great and your soul shines bright. So does that of your brother, Aaron.
But all that is no more than the icing on the cake—as you yourself
have taught us, in G-d’s name. And if so, why shouldn’t anyone be a
candidate for even the highest position of Kohen Gadol? Why is it only
Aaron, your brother, who is fit for such a position? What places either
of you so far beyond any of us?”

That explains a lot. It’s quite apparent that Korach was not an anar-
chist. He wasn’t out to eliminate status and protocol altogether. The
men supporting his rebellion are referred to as “the princes of the com-

6 Everyone saw that Moses heard the Torah from G-d, that the first person he taught it to was
his brother Aaron, and only then to Aaron’s sons, then to the elders, then to everyone else.
(Talmud, Eruvin 54b, cited in Rashi to Exodus 34:32.) Obviously, this was because Aaron’s
understanding of Torah was on an entirely different level than that of anyone else—because his
spiritual standing was so much higher. [Torat Menachem, ibid., p. 91.]



munity.” Korach himself was a Levi, affording him greater status than a
regular Israelite—and he wasn’t about to surrender that for the cause.
On the contrary, he and his fellow Levites wanted to retain that and
have yet more.

Korach understood that some individuals are more spiritual than
others, and some are brighter than others. What Korach challenged
was Aaron’s special, uncontested privilege. In doing so, he was also
challenging Moses’ utter transcendence over the people, his acting not
simply as a leader but as a king lifted entirely beyond the people.

These privileged positions made sense if everything was about the
spirit. But if everything was about plain vanilla action, in what way
could anyone claim utter transcendence? Whatever spirituality anyone
had was just another flavor of “getting the job done.”

4. Not Just a Teacher

It seems this is what was truly bothering Korach and company—per-
haps subconsciously, just as the spies had been driven by their own
subconscious attitude. Beneath their arguments was their incapacity
to surrender to the notion that there could be someone so entirely be-
yond them, so much so that the entire being of every other individual
was subsumed within this one individual’s greatness.

Moses, after all, was not just a teacher, but also a king, as we read later,
“There was a king in Jeshurun, as the people gathered together.” “Je-
shurun” refers to the Jewish people, and the king was Moses.

A teacher is not a king. A teacher provides intellectual guidance. To
learn from him, you must respect his greater knowledge, wisdom and
understanding. If he teaches you something and it doesn’t make sense
to you, you must be ready to submit to the idea that perhaps he sees
something that you don’t. But you don’t need to feel your entire being
subsumed under his.

Not so a king. True, a Torah king is not simply a ruler or a dictator. On
the contrary, he is a constitutional monarch, completely subservient
to the law of Torah. But then, just as he is not apart from the people,
neither is he just another one of them who excels at leadership.

Rather, a true king is to the people as a head is to a body. As a body is
a living, single organism only so long as it is connected to its head, so



the people are a people because of their king, and without him they
are not a people. As a head renders every cell of the body a human
cell, so a king is responsible for the very being of each citizen of his
nation. As the cell is not a human cell independently of the brain, so
the Jew—whether he realizes it or not—is a Jew only due to his con-
nection to Moses.

In the second chapter of Tanya, we are told that every Jew has this
connection. And not just to Moses himself, but to the the sages and the
tzaddikim whom the Zobar calls “the extension of Moses in every gen-
eration”—those leaders of each generation within whom the soul of
Moses is invested, so that the people may retain their essential connec-
tion to Torah and to G-d. Even those who openly rebel against those
tzaddikim, the Tanya continues, cannot sever that connection. They
connect, so to speak, through the back door. But all Jews are connected
to the head, because the head and the body compose one single being.

Back to the analogy with the brain: A brain does more than simply
assist the limbs. Every limb is dependent upon the brain, through the
nervous system, in order to be that which it is. If the nerves that con-
nect a finger to the brain are severed, the finger will no longer be a
finger. It will be little more than a growth on the end of a human hand.

For an important man such as Korach, this was hard to take. He was
like that finger, saying to the brain, “What do I need you for? Doesn’t
my existence come from G-d, just like yours?”

Korach could not bear this idea of being just another limb of a body,
entirely dependent on Moses not only for his transcendent wisdom,
but for his very existence as a Jew. He had to feel that he was also
a somebody, even when standing before a giant such as Moses. He
couldn’t find that sense of self-surrender inside himself. His rebellion
simply expressed that inability.

5. Korach’s Error and Moses’ Response

Nevertheless, the question must be asked: What is truly wrong with
Korach’s argument? If the main thing is in fact action, how could Mo-
ses be on a level incomparable to others?

In Moses’ WOI'd.S there seems to be no response to an Of Korach’s ar-
’
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He spoke to Korach and to all his company, saying, “Morning, and
the L-rd will make known who is His, and who is holy, and He will
draw [them] near to Him, and the one He chooses, He will draw
near to Him.”

NUMBERS 16:5

Rashi:

In the morning, the L-rd will make known: Night is a time of drunk-
enness for us, and it is improper to appear before Him. His real
intention was to delay, with the hope that they might retract [their
opposition]. - [Midrash Tanchuma 5]

and He will draw: ...The Midrashic interpretation of 1332, morning
[rather than anm, tomorrow], is: Moses said to him [Korach],
“The Holy One, blessed is He, assigned boundaries to His world.
Are you able to transform morning into evening? That is how
possible it is for you to undo this, as it says, ‘It was evening

and it was morning... and He separated (5727)’ (Gen. 1:5, 7);
similarly, ‘Aaron was set apart (5727 to sanctify him...” (I Chron.
23:13).” - [Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 3; Num. Rabbah 4]

It’s hard to believe that Moses is simply being dismissive here, as to
say, “Yes, all the people are holy, and G-d is amongst them. But come
and burn some incense, and let’s see what happens.” True, an incense
competition could demonstrate that G-d had certainly chosen Aaron.
But what would be with Korach’s argument, “Why do you raise your-
selves [plural] above the people of G-d?” Besides, Korach’s argument,
as we explained, is really with Moses more than it is with Aaron.

But perhaps Moses appreciated Korach’s intelligence more than we
imagine. Perhaps he knew that one word alone would be enough to
provide Korach his answer. And that word is “morning.”

Why did Moses say to wait until morning?

Rashi provides two explanations:

To give them time to reconsider and repent.

2. Moses was providing a coded message: Just like G-d divided the



morning and the evening, and we cannot change that, so too we
cannot change G-d’s appointment of Aaron and Moses.

Yet neither of these explanations can be taken at face value. Concern-
ing the first one, there is no timeframe for repentance. A person can
change his mind and heart in a moment and repent. Others need sev-
eral days, or even years. But the wording of Torah is very precise. What
does “morning,” as opposed to “evening” or some other time, have to
do with repentance?

As for Rashi’s second explanation, the division of morning and eve-
ning can already be seen as soon as it becomes evening. What is the
need to wait until morning? What was Moses saying to Korach?

[At this point, the Rebbe asked the chassidim to sing. When they were done,
be continued:]

6. Shiny Gems

The Alter Rebbe, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi (founder of Chabad),
compares mitzvahs to luminous gems.” He cites the phrase used by
our sages, “repentance and good deeds.” The word “good” seems su-
perfluous. If deeds follow repentance, we don’t expect they’ll be bad
deeds. They will certainly be mitzvahs. Rather, he explains, what’s
meant is that they will be “good, shiny deeds.” They will be deeds that
light up the world.

But don’t all mitzvahs light up the world? Not necessarily. That’s
where the analogy of precious gems comes in. You can have a bril-
liant diamond, but it’s covered with mud. Not only doesn’t it shine, it
diminishes the light. A muddy diamond could spoil the looks of the
most elegant woman. So too, a muddy mitzvah could sink the one who
performed it, and his entire world, deeper into darkness.

What is a muddy mitzvah? One that is done for ulterior motives. In
the Talmudic tractate Shabbat,® Tosafot explains how Jews came to be
lax in the mitzvah of tefillin. Apparently, certain people wore tefillin all
day with the ulterior motive of gaining the trust of others so that they
could cheat them in business. Were these Jews doing a mitzvah? Yes.
They were wearing tefillin, and wearing tefillin is a mitzvah. But they

7 See Likutei Torah, Mattot 82a, Derushim Lishmini Atzeret 85a and Shir Hashirim 17c.
8 Tosafot to Shabbat 49a, s.v. K’elisha.



covered their mitzvah with mud when they used it for foul purposes—
and ended up discouraging other Jews from performing mitzvahs by
doing so.

You don’t have to go that far. A mitzvah that is done without inspi-
ration, without any consideration of its being a divine act, simply be-
cause you did this mitzvah yesterday and the day before, and so it’s
just time to do it again today without even thinking about it—there’s
not much sparkle to that mitzvah. Yes, you’re doing what G-d request-
ed. But is His presence felt?

Such mitzvahs can even feed a person’s self-infatuation. He might feel,
“Look at all the challenges that lie before me, and nevertheless, I am
so good, I withstood them all and got the mitzvah done!” Especially if
he did the mitzvah behiddur—in the best way possible, with a beautiful
sukkah, a fine pair of tefillin, a huge spread for Shabbat, etc.

Yes, these are still mitzvahs. We don’t tell him to stop, G-d forbid. No,
keep doing mitzvahs!

But in effect he is accomplishing the opposite of what a mitzvah is
meant to accomplish. The word mitzvab is related to tzavta, meaning
“a connection.” Through mitzvahs he connects to G-d. But with such
self-infatuation and arrogance he becomes, G-d forbid, sundered from
G-d. G-d says about the arrogant person, “The two of us cannot dwell
together in the same world.”

Acts That Shine

On the other hand, even the most mundane act, when done mindfully
and purposefully, shines and illuminates all its surroundings.

Maimonides writes'® that a wise person’s wisdom is apparent in every-
thing he does—meaning even the simple things that everyone else also
does: the way he eats, the way he sleeps, the way he walks, the way he
talks, how he does business and how he treats others. He supports his
statement with a saying of the Talmud: “All your deeds should be for

9 Talmud, Sotah 5a.

10 Shemoneh Perakim, end of chapter 5; Mishneh Torah, Hilchot De’ot, end of chapter 3. See also
Tur and Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 231. This section is taken from the Rebbe’s talk the day
after (Torat Menachem, vol. 34, pp. 164-165).



the sake of heaven.”! Then he cites a verse from Proverbs: “In all your
ways your should know Him.”*2

There is a reason for citing both sayings: When all your deeds are done
for the sake of heaven, that doesn’t necessarily imply that G-d is felt in
the deed itself right now. You could be making an honest business in
order to send your children to a good Jewish school and to give gener-
ously to good causes. You could be eating a healthy meal so that you
could study Torah with a strong, healthy mind. But those are outcomes
that come later, in consequence of your business or your healthy meal.

When “in all your ways you know Him,” you have made each of your
actions into a way of knowing G-d, of perceiving Him through the ac-
tion itself. When you eat, you’re not thinking of how tasty the food
is, but of how you are redeeming the divine sparks within the food.
When you do business, you feel G-d’s presence wherever you are, and
see His hand in everything that happens to you. From all that you see
and hear, you learn a lesson in your relationship with G-d. When oth-
ers see how you run your business, they too see G-d there. That is the
truly wise person—one whose every action is a window through which
he and all those who observe him can perceive G-d in the world.

7. Morning Light

This was all wrapped up within the first word of Moses’ response to
Korach. By saying “Morning,” Moses was really saying that, yes, it’s
true that the main thing is the deed, but we also need to make those
deeds “morning” deeds. They have to shine like the day.

Korach’s error lay in his understanding of what doing a mitzvah is all
about, and what life in this world is meant to accomplish. We live in
a world of action, but our job is not just a matter of “getting it done”
or even of “just following G-d’s instructions.” All human activity is a
matter of bringing G-d openly into our material world of action. And
to bring G-d openly into our world, you need to be connected to a soul
that remains G-dly even as it is in this world. You need a strong and
open connection to a Moses.

All this is right there in Rashi’s two explanations:

11 Avot 2:12.
12 Proverbs 3:6.



1. “Maybe they would repent.”

True, anyone can repent in a single moment. But it would be an
“evening” sort of repentance—out of fear of punishment. Yes, that
person would be forgiven, but he would remain the muddy, coarse
person who had done those dark deeds.

Repentance needs to be a “morning” kind of repentance—out of
love for G-d and a yearning to reconnect. Only then does it have
the power to transform intentional sins into merits—to reach back
and pull out the spark of light that was thoroughly hidden in the
darkness of that sin. If so, certainly it can pull a person’s mitzvahs
out of their muddy darkness and make them shine. Then you have
the real “repentance and good (shiny) deeds.”

2. “G-d made boundaries in His world.” Moses is also providing a
hint of the advantage of shiny mitzvahs over mitzvahs that are in
captivity, stuck in the mud—even though those muddy mitzvahs
are still mitzvahs. He is saying that, yes, it is true that you need
both an evening and a morning to make a complete day, as in the
six days of creation: “And it was evening, and it was morning—
one day.” The rabbis say that this “one day” refers to Yom Kippur,
when darkness is transformed to light in a single day. So yes, the
darkness has its purpose. But it is still darkness, not light.

A person might insist, “Who needs light? A mitzvah is G-d’s will
performed on earth. G-d Himself is there, in that gem. What does
it matter that the gem is muddy? What is a little mud to G-d?
Whatever light you can provide cannot compare to the experience
of having G-d Himself in your actions!”*?

Moses’ point was that this was not G-d’s intent. G-d wants us to
make Him “at home” in our world. A home is not a hiding place.
A home needs light and warmth. A Jew has a dual task in this
world: to invite G-d in, and to turn on the lights.

Now we also have the response to Korach’s demand, “How do you
raise yourselves over the people of G-d?”

Yes, it is true that “the entire congregation is holy, and G-d is among
them.” A Jew is holy, not just due to his or her soul. A Jewish body is
also holy. And due to this holiness, a Jew has the capacity—through

13 For further elucidation of this argument, see Maamar Ki Yishalcha 5738.



mitzvahs—to bring G-d Himself into the actions of this world. “G-d
is among them.”

But if G-d is to be present openly in this world, if the mitzvahs are to
be luminescent, shiny mitzvahs, then Korach has it all wrong. There is
no comparison between the gems whose luminance is clouded by per-
sonal motives and reasoning, and the clear, brilliant gems of Moses (or
Aaron) who perceived nothing but G-d everywhere and in everything.

That is why every Jew needs that connection with Moses—not just in
mind and heart, but in deed as well—so that his or her mitzvahs will
also shine. Moses places that within the grasp of every one of us.

Think again of all the Jewish people as a single human body. Think of
Moses as the head that imbues it with consciousness. Now here’s the
interesting thing about consciousness: it both transcends the body and
transforms the body. A finger isn’t simply directed by the brain, like
some sort of mechanism moving a lever. The brain renders the finger
a human finger, one that performs deliberate, conscious action. If a
finger moves independent of the brain, halachically speaking it cannot
be called a human action. It’s a finger unplugged.

This is what a leader like Moses provides the people—he imbues them
with his own transcendence. We can make our actions meaningful ac-
tions, actions that reveal G-d in His world, because we are connected
to the seat of consciousness of the Jewish people, to a Moses.

Any mitzvah a Jew does is a divine act. But plugged in to a spark of
Moses, those mitzvahs shine.

8. The Takeaway

There are those who say the main thing is to be a Jew at heart, that do-
ing the mitzvahs is not so important. Others say that the main thing is
to do what you have to do, and it’s not so important to learn Chassidus
and to work to improve yourself.

But the Torah is teaching us here that we should not be like the spies
who craved only the spiritual life, nor like Korach and company, who
felt it was good enough to fulfill their ritual obligation. We need to
have both.

This was something that the Moses of our generation, my holy teach-
er and father-in-law [Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, the previous



rebbe of Chabad], demonstrated. He put his life at risk in Communist
Russia both to help Jews to do simple basic mitzvahs, to teach a child
alef-bet, to get a Jew to do just one more mitzvah—even if that Jew had
no concern regarding spiritual growth, as long as he would do just one
mitzvah. And at the same time, he infused the same intense energy
into spreading the teachings of Chassidus and encouraging people in
their personal improvement in prayer.

This is the path the Rebbe showed for all those who are connected to
him and who follow in his footsteps: You need to go in two directions
at once. Just as you need to know that “the main thing is to do some-
thing,” so you need to ensure that those things you do should be ra-
diant and pure. And that is accomplished through studying the inner
Torah and through the labor of prayer—contemplating deeply on the
One who gave you these mitzvahs and gave you the power to bring
them into action.

By working in these two directions at once, we will make our everyday
world into a comfortable home for G-d—a home in two ways: He will
be here in all His essence, and His essence will be open and revealed
to all.

Torat Menachem, vol. 34 (5722/1962), pp. 90-100.
Likutei Sichot, vol. 4, Parshat Korach, pp. 1048-1055.

Adapted by Rabbi Tzvi Freeman © copyright Chabad.org, all rights reserved.
Produced and published as a joint project with the world’s premier

Jewish website, Chabad.org

With permission from Kehot Publication Society.

QUESTIONS

Visit jnet.org/three and answer theseguestions and your
name will be entered in a Duch and prize drawing.

1. Why did Korach start his rebellion specifically after the
episode with the spies?

2. How does our connection to Moshe Rabeinu affect our
performance of Mitzvos?

3. What personal message did you take from this talk?
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NEW PARTNERSHIPS sice nissans77s

Mr. L. Atlas

Olexandr, Ménchengladbach, Germany
Rabbi M. Backman
Moshe, Porter Ranch, CA
Mr. Y. Bam

Aleksander, Brooklyn, NY
Ms. H. Banda

Shari, Woodridge, NY
Rabbi D. Barber

Moshe (Matt), Chicago, IL
Mr. Y. Best

Jason, Nesconset, NY

Ms. S. Boteach

Aida, Winnipeg, MAN

Ms. R. Cohen

Linda, Yonkers, NY

Mrs. C. Diaz

Batya, Fort Laudardele, FL
Rabbi A. Engel
Stephan, Austin, TX

Mr. D. Esquenasi
Eduardo, Santiago, Chile
Mr. L. Farkash

Fabian, Cordoba, Argentina
Ms. M. Feigenson
Keren, Wallington, NJ

Ms. Rivka Felberman
Chana, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Y. Fenton

Eric, Wheatley Heights, NY
Ms. C. Gansburg

Merav, London UK

Ms. C. German

Shayna, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi E. Goldstein
Alon, Beit Shemesh, Israel
Rabbi Y. Golomb
Mikhail, Dover, NH

Rabbi M. Grifkin

Boris, Rego Park, NY

Mrs. R. Grunblatt

Silvia, Santa Fe Ciudad, Argentina
Ms. C. Guararie

Rivka, Sydney, Australia
Rabbi L. Gurkov

Avika Yair, Forest Hills, NY

Rabbi M. Hecht
Avraham, Brooklyn, NY

Mr. M. Hershkowitz
Boaz, Detroit, Ml

Rabbi M. Hertz

Robert, Casselberry, FL
Rabbi M. Hus

Jehoshua, Hamburg, Germany
Rabbi I. Katri

Abraham, Guatemala
Rabbi M. Katzman
Darren, New Waterford, Nova Scotia
Rabbi L. Krintzman
Adam, Stone Mountain, GA
Rabbi M. Labi

Shlomo, Napoli, Italy
Rabbi L. Laine

Motl, Richmond, BC
Rabbi M. Lapidus
Walter, Mendoza, Argentina
Ms. B. Laskey

Leah, Brooklyn, NY

Ms. C. Levin

Malca, Miami Beach, FL
Rabbi Y. Levine

Hillel, San Bernardino, CA
Rabbi Z. Liberow
Shimon, Kfar Chabad, Israel
Ms. S. Nesenoff

Orly, Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Y. Ohana

Don, Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi D. Palace
Alexander, Denver, CO

Mr. Levi Paul

Moshe, Palm Coast, FL

Mr. M. Perline

Barry, The Villages, FL
Rabbi Z. Perlow

Marc, Aventura, FL

Mr. Y. Perman
Menachem, Buenos Aires,
Rabbi Y. Piekarski
George, Beverly, MA

Ms. M. Reinitz
Janice, Sacramento, CA

Rabbi R. Rendel
Sako, Costa Mesa, CA

Mrs. M. Reyder
Yocheved, Passaic, NJ
Mr. S. Rochester
Michael, Bala Cynwid, PA
Rabbi Y. Rosen

Avner, Miami Beach, FL
Ms. A. Schwab

Dina, Chicago, IL

Ms. E. Sears

Chaya Malky, Montreal, QC
Mrs. E. Serebryanski
Laura, Jackson, WY

Mr. A. Sheingarten
Daniel, Mexico DF., Mexico
Mr. M. Silber

David, Portland, OR

Ms. S. Smith

Binah, Brooklyn, NY

Ms. L. Solomon
Esther, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi S. Spielman
Carl, Mesa, AZ

Ms. S. Steinmetz

Liz, S. Monica, CA

Mrs. C. Tawil

Yael, Harnof, Israel

Mr. M. Teitelbaum
Abigdor, Coral Springs, Florida
Ms. M. Tenenbaum
llana, Getzvile, NY

Ms. M. Tenenbaum
Chana, Chicago, Il

Mr. M. Venkart

Guillermo, Buenos Aires,
Argentina

Rabbi I. Zalmanov
Reuvane, Port Hueneme, CA
Rabbi Y. Zaltzman
Shmuel, Philadelphia, PA
Mrs. A. Zelener

Gisela, CABA, Argentina

Rabbi S. Zhelezniak
Maxim, Brest, France
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NAME: Greg Brown

AGE: 47

LOCATION: Midland, TX

OCCUPATION: Oil trucker and

retired law enforcement officer

INTERESTING HOBBY: | like to

get out on my motorcycle and

take scenic photos. | am also
still a weapons instructor and, when | have the
opportunity, go back to Colorado to conduct
training classes for law enforcement officers for
their weapons qualifications.

I'VE BEEN LEARNING WITH JNET SINCE: July 2013

| HEARD ABOUT JNET VIA: I was told long ago by
family that my mother’s side is Jewish. I began
learning more about Judaism but wanted to know
more. Not finding a synagogue or Jewish community
in this part of Texas, I started researching on the
Internet. After searching several sites, I signed up
with JNet for in-depth learning. JNet matched me
with a very knowledgeable and insightful Chavrusa,
Aaron Deitsch. He has been great at working with
me and especially flexible in working around my
demanding work schedule.

I am currently learning the deeper significance of
the festivals and their observances. This has helped
me find my connection with G-d. Specifically, the
holiday of Passover has made me feel that I am

not alone in the world, and that my life truly has
meaning. I am here for a reason.

AN INTERESTING EXPERIENCE | HAD WITH JNET:
Something very meaningful Aaron has taught me
is that a mitzvah serves as a connection between
the Law Giver — G-d — and myself. I feel that
connection when I follow the laws. Having studied
about and experienced the festival of Shavuot
recently, I felt that the holiday served as a good
reminder to me of how the law was given to us, as
well as of my connection with G-d.

HEARTWARMING SURPRISES WITH JNET: This year, just
before Passover, Aaron sent me shemurah matzah
from Israel. Even though I celebrated Passover by
myself, I felt that I was not alone.

HIS CHAVRUSA:
Arki Deitsch
AGE: 52
LOCATION:
Brooklyn, NY
OCCUPATION:
President,
RLSFund.com

HIS CHAVRUSAH

“Learning with Greg has
made me realize that,
though I do not sit and
study as frequently as I
could, there is still a wealth
of knowledge that I have
assimilated throughout
the years, that he does not
yet possess. His insightful
questions always lead to
more conversation. It
amazes me to see how en-
thusiastic he gets when he
hears a small “vort” about
an upcoming yom tov or
learns how to do a mitzvah.
Iwish I would have even
more time to spend with
him. I recommend every-
one do this, as well. You can
really make a difference in
someone’s life.



VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Be a part of this incredible shlichus!
www.jnet.org/volunteer or call (718) 467-4400
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We Must Seek to Persuade Others Chof Ches Shvat 5773

When we meet a fellow Jew, we should ask him if he has
already designated a time for Torah study. If yes, we should
encourage him to add to that time-and perhaps even give over
to others what he studies; if, however, he has not yet set aside
such a time, then we must seek to persuade him with heartfelt
words, “b’chol ’'vov’cha uv’chol nafsh’cha,” so that he indeed
designates time for Torah study.

SHABBOS BEREISHIS 5745

WHAT OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE SAYING

“T love the JNet “Learning chavrusa with JNet is being a very
learning it adds so rich experience for me. To be able to touch
much to my week. lives that were deprived of true Judaism and
Thank you for enlighten them with Torah and Mitzvos is
including me in something the true purpose of the reason G-d
the program.” created this world. We will continue to do

learn and speed up the coming of Moshiach!!”
CIREL MARASOW,

MONTREAL CANADA YEHUDA SEGALL, BROOKLYN NY
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Jewish Learning Network

¢ Chabad.orG

JNet is a division of Merkos LInyonei Chinuch
and was established with a generous grant from The Rohr Foundation.

This project has been made possible by:






